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Obsbetations tipon the Statistics of Illegitimact. By W. Gr. 
LuMiiBT, Esq., LL.M., Barrister, Assistant Secretary of the 
Boor Law Board, and one of the Sonorary Secretaries of the 
Society. 

[Read before the Statistical Society, 18tli March, 1862.] 

In a paper by Mr. Acton, read before the Society ia 1859, some 
complaint was made as to the want of what he termed the litera- 
ture of Illegitimacy in England; and in that paper he gave an 
interesting and detailed account of the results of some inquiries as 
to this subject in certain metropolitan parishes. He drew a sad 
picture of the state of the morals in this metropolis, and expressed, 
in severe terms, his disapproval of the law which provides an 
inadequate remedy for the mothers of illegitimate children. 

It is believed that the opinions so expressed are very commonly 
entertained, and there is a general idea that the amount of illegiti- 
macy existing in this country is very large. A similar opinion has 
existed in other countries. The compiler of the Vital Statistics of 
Prussia, whose report was abstracted by Sir P. G-oldsmid, in a paper 
read before the Society in 1860, makes the same remark as to the 
general estimate which prevailed in that country. The result of his 
researches induced him to express his conviction that that estimate 
was unfounded. 

The object of the present paper is to bring together as much 
information as could be obtained by the compiler upon this subject, 
so that it might be ascertained what is the real extent of this social 
disorder in this country ; how it differs in the various parts of the 
kingdom ; and how, in this respect, England can bear a comparison 
with other countries. 

The result appears to the author to be satisfactory. "Without for 
a moment undervaluing the statements often expressed, of the 
grievous consequences to the mothers and their offspring which 
result from illegitimacy, he rejoices to find that the amount of the 
evil is below what he believes to be the general estimate, and that 
this country holds a high position when compared with other 
countries. 

It is proposed to investigate the subject under the following 
ids: — 

1. Of the Statistics of Illegitimacy in England generally ; 

2. In the Different Counties and Towns of England ; 

3. Of the Influence of the Seasons of the Tear ; 

4. Of the Distinction between the Sexes ; 

q2 



220 Ltjmlet on tie Statistics of Ulegitimaci/. [June, 

5. Of Pauper Illegitimacy ; 

6. Of Illegitimacy in Scotland ; 

7. Of Illegitimacy in Foreign Countries. 

I. — Of the Statistics of Ulegitimaci/ in UnglanA and Wales generally. 

It is impossible to ascertain, with complete accuracy, the number 
of illegitimate births in England and Wales during the year. The 
Eeports of the Eegistrar-Geueral give very full accounts from 1842 
to the present time of the children who are registered in such a 
manner as to disclose their illegitimacy, but it is certain that a great 
number of bastard children are born who are not registered ; others 
who are adulterine bastards are registered as legitimate ; while many 
who are the offspring of parents living together as married, though not 
so, are registered in such a manner as to appear to be legitimate. 

The registration of births is provided for by the Statute 6 and 7 
Will. IV, cap. 86, which directs the father or motlier of a child to 
give the particulars therein required to be known and registered 
touching the birth of the child. The particulars are set forth in a 
schedule appended to the Statute, and among others are the name 
and surname of father, name and maiden name of mother, ranh or 
profession of father. There is no column which refers to the status 
of the child. In the regulations issued to the Registrars of Births, it 
is laid down that " if the informant declines stating the name of the 
" father, or there shall be reason to believe that the child is illegiti- 
" mate, the Eegistrar shall not press inquiry on that subject, but 
" shall leave the 5th and 6th columns blank." These are the 
columns which refer to the father. Where, therefore, these columns 
are left blank, or where the father's name and the mother's name are 
different, the registrar's entry leads to the inference of illegitimacy. 
But if the woman has assumed the name of the man with whom she 
is living, as is very frequently the case, there is nothing to prevent 
the entry of her children as legitimate ; and it would doubtless be 
found, if it were practicable to investigate the fact, that a consider- 
able addition should be made on this ground to the numbers of 
illegitimate children annually reported by the Eegistrar-General, 

In regard to the non-registered children it is very doubtful 
whether they are now numerous. In 1859 the total number of 
births registered was 689,881, and this seems to be so large a 
number when reference is made to the population of the country 
as to exclude the notion of any considerable surplus of births 
unregistered. At the same time it must be remembered that the 
ordinary time of registration is extended to six weeks after birth, 
consequently many children die before the lapse of that time, and 
hence are not registered. This observation, however, applies to all 
classes of children, as well legitimate as illegitimate. 
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But it is sometimes alleged tliat the circumstances attending the 
birth of the latter class lead to an inference that the proportion of 
deaths among the early-born infants is greater iu reference to ille- 
gitimate than to legitimate children. It is by no means clear 
whether this can be established. No doubt the circumstances 
attending such births are adverse, yet it is to be remembered that 
the mother is generally in the prime of life, and in the lowest classes 
is probably not subject to so miich privation as the wife of a poor 
labourer or mechanic. The registers of deaths would not elucidate 
this question, because they do not disclose the parents of the 
deceased, and therefore would not show the status of these young 
children, whose deaths are registered. 

But having made these preliminary observations iu regard to the 
probable incompleteness of the returns upon which the Reports of 
the Registrar- General are founded, it is proposed now to examine 
those reports as they have been drawn up in regard to this particular 
subject of inquiiy. "Whether the result is satisfactory in regard to 
tlie moral conduct of the population of this country so far as it is to 
be deduced from the prevalence of illegitimacy, is a question 
dependant upon the comparison with the state of other countries, 
■which will appear hereafter. 

The registration of births and deaths commenced in 1838, but no 
distinct analysis of the births, as regards legitimacy, was made until 
the latter half-year of 1841. From that time down to 1859, the last 
published returns, — that is, for a period of nineteen years, complete 
and distinct returns of the two classes of births have been given, 
and the following table is obtained from the Reports of the Eegistrar- 
General : — 



Year. 


Gross Number 

of 

Kegistcred 

Birtlis. 


lUegiUmate Births. 


Proportion 

per Cent. 

of Illegitimate 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Births 

to Gross Number 

Eegistered. 


1841 


248,554 
517,739 
527,325 
540,763 
543,521 
572,625 
539,965 
563,059 
573,159 
593,422 
615,865 
624,012 
612,391 
634,405 
635,043 
657,453 
663,071 
654,481 
689,881 


8,223 
17,810 

19,413 
19,735 
18,413 
18,580 
20,049 
20,488 
21,397 
21,734 
20,333 
20,978 
20,871 
21,655 
21,931 
22,304 
22,994 


7,616 
16,986 

18,828 
18,794 
17,712 
18,167 
19,285 
19,818 
20,603 
20,748 
19,430 
19,763 
19,912 
20,996 
21,071 
21,001 
21,757 


15,839 
34,796 
36,059 
36,978 
38,241 
38.529 
36,125 
36,747 
39,334 
40,306 
42,000 
42,582 
39,763 
40,741 
40,783 
42,651 
43,002 
43,305 
44,751 


6-37 


'42 


& 7 


'43 


6-8 


'44 


6-8 


'45 


7-0 


'46 


6-7 


'47 


6-7 


'48 


6-5 


'49 


6-8 


'50 


6-8 


'51 


6-8 


'52 


6-8 


'53 


6-5 


'54 


6-4 


'55 


0-4 


'56 


6-5 


'57 


6-5 


'58 


6-6 


•J9 


6-5 
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It thus appears that the number of illegitimate births has fluctu- 
ated during the whole of the period between the ratios 6 and 7 per 
cent., with a uniformity which seems almost incredible. 

In the year 1842, 67 out of every 1,000 births were illegitimate. 
In 1852, the number was 68 out of every 1,000 ; and in 1859 the 
number was 65. 

The Eegistrar-General, in his different reports, has generally 
made some special reference to this subject ; but he entered very 
fully into an examination of it in the Sixth Annual Report, where he 
devoted much attention to the returns in England, and made a 
comparison with the returns from other countries. He there showed 
that the computation for England previously existing, which had been 
made by the late Mr. Eickman, at the census of 3 831, was far too low. 
That computation had been based upon the returns made to this 
gentleman by clergymen, of children born in their parishes, and gave 
a return of 20,039 illegitimate children. But these were in many 
instances only the numbers of children who were baptized, and it is 
obvious that many illegitimate chOdren were never brought to the 
font. The Eegistrar-General, comparing the returns for 1842 with 
Mr. Rickman's estimate, points out the great excess of the former 
over the latter, as being 74 per cent., while the increase of the popu- 
lation was only 17 per cent. 

He then continues. " This difference may, perhaps, among other 
" causes, be ascribed to the actual increase in the proportion of ille- 
" gitimate children during the operation of that important change 
" in the Poor Law, which threw the charge of maintaining their 
" illegitimate offspring upon the mothers. But to whatever cause 
" the increase may be ascribed the relative numbers of legitimate to 
" illegitimate births and baptisms returned in 1830 and 1842, show 
" in the latter year a relative as well as an absolute excess of 
" illegitimate children." The meaning of this passage is, that illegi- 
timacy increased in England in the period of these twelve yeai'S. 

This is the inference drawn by the Eegistrar-General from the 
comparison of those two years. But when the above table is 
examined, which gives the return for a period of nineteen years with 
so much uniformity, and closes with a decline in the relative numbers, 
it is rather to be inferred that the difference was to be attributed 
to the imperfect state of the early returns rather than to any change 
for the worse in the conduct of the population during a period 
in which it is generally considered that there was great moral and 
social improvement. 

A Parliamentary paper presented to the House of Lords in 1839 
shows the number of illegitimate children registered by the clergymen 
of the different parishes in the counties of Bedford, Berks, Bucks, 
Essex, Hertford, Kent, Oxford, Southampton, Sussex, and "Wilts, 
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during the three years ending December 31, 1834, and the three years 
ending December 31, 1837. The totals in the different counties are 
as follows : — 





Total Registered 

during 

Three Years ending 

Dec. 81, 1834. 


Annual 

Average. 


Total Registered 

during 

Three Years ending 

Dec. 31, 1837. 


Annual 

Average. 


Bedford 


371 

717 

522 

994 

447 

1,428 

709 

1,122 

1,185 

1,084 


121 
239 
174 
331 
149 
476 
236 
374 
395 
361 


324 

862 

636 

1,184 

538 

1,360 

804 

1,248 

1,324 

1,268 


108 


Berks , 


287 




212 


Essex 


393 


Hertford , , 

Kent 


179 
453 


Oxford 


268 


Southampton 


316 




441 


Wilts 


322 








8,579 


2,859 


9,548 


3,182 



The annual increase in the latter period was 323. This increase 
was probably due rather to the greater attention which was paid to 
parochial matters, and the conduct of the poor, than to any falling 
off in the morality of the country. Trom a subsequent part of this 
paper, where the numbers registered in the several counties for the 
year 1842 are shown, it will appear that the fourth column must have 
been very far below the truth. Much more, therefore, must the 
previous average have been inaccurate. It has also been alleged, that 
after the introduction of the new Poor Law, women had less objection 
to admit the birth of an illegitimate child, as not being exposed to 
any peculiar treatment on that account, and therefore she more 
readily brought her child to be baptized. — See "Second Annual 
" Eeport of the Poor Law Commissioners," p. 18. However, the 
question as to the effect of the changes relating to the law of pauper 
bastardy will be considered hereafter. 

Some continental nations show in their statistical tables the 
numbers of children who are still-bom, or born dead. No such 
returns are obtained in England or Scotland, and there are no means 
of ascertaining what are the numbers of such births, nor conse- 
quently their effect, in these countries, upon the relative proportions 
of illegitimate and legitimate children. It is alleged by some that 
this is a serious default, and that if such returns were obtained the 
result would be very unfavourable to the illegitimate class. This is a 
purely speculative opinion with reference to England. 

M. Legoyt, "Annuaire de la Economie Politique, &c., pour 
" 1858," p. 8, gives a table showing the numbers of the total births 
and of the still-bom children in France from 1851 to 1857, and the 
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proportions between the two classes. In 1857 the total births 
numbered 982,614 ; of these, 41,905 were still-born, ia the ratio of 
4*26 to 100 births. He then observes that the still-born are more 
numerous in the cases of illegitimacy than of legitimacy ; the ratio 
being 715 to 100, instead of 4-26. 

The actual numbers of the illegitimate still-births are not given 
for Erance ; but in the same volume, p. 260, where the statistics of 
Belgium are set out, the progress of the population is shown for 1858 
thus : — 





Births, excluding 
Slill-iorn. 


Still-bom. 


Legitimate —Males 


68,593 
65,080 


3,593 


„ Females 


2,676 








5,699 
5,702 

n -101 


453 




346 






Total — Males 


74,292 
70,782 ~ 


4,046 


,, Females 


3,022 — 






Grand Total,,,, 


145,074 — 


7,068 — 





It here appears, that though there was a large excess of male 
births over the female, the result is singular in this respect, that the 
number of female illegitimate births exceeded that of the males, but 
there was, however, nearly a fourth more illegitimate male still-births 
than female. 

The total still-bom to tbose born alive is 4'9 to 100, but the stUl- 
bom illegitimate to the illegitimate living births was 7 per cent., 
which gives much the same result in Belgium as in Prance. 

It is easy to understand that in those countries, where the relief 
to the destitute is organized with so much less care than in England, 
and where it is alleged pregnant women betake themselves to the 
towns for their delivery, many circumstances and accidents will occur 
to destroy life before parturition. But in England, the administra- 
tion of the Poor Laws is so prompt, and as a general rule medical 
relief is supplied to the destitute, however faulty may have been the 
conduct which led to the destitution, so readily, either at the habita- 
tion of the destitute person or in the well-appointed comfortable 
workhouse, that there is much less ground for the distinction, as 
regards still-birth, between those two classes in this country. 

But two questions may be submitted for inquiry. Do still- 
births prevail mostly among primiparcs ? and. Is the ratio of first- 
births to successive births highest among the illegitimate ? If both 
these questions be answered in the affirmative, some explanation may 
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be given of the facts now under consideration. On the first question 
the author has no information ;* but as to the latter, it seems the 
probabiHties are strongly in support of the affirmative, though no 
statistical returns of which he is aware prove such to be tlie fact. 

The criminal statistics are frequently adverted to in connection 
with the subject of illegitimacy, as it is averred that a large amount 
of child-murder is attributable to its existence. This cannot be 
proved, nor can it be negatived, from the state of the judicial statis- 
tics relating to crimes in England. The returns relating to crime set 
forth the general terms of murder and manslaughter, but do not 
further discriminate.f Hence, it is impossible to distinguish the cases 
of trials for infanticide, still less those where illegitimate children are 
murdered by their mothers. But there is an offence under which 
this crime, in fact, is often punished, either from failure of proof or 
the leniency of the tribunal — namely, the concealing the birth of a 
child, and of this oflence a record has been tept, and from the 
Criminal Eeturns published by the Home Office, it appears that in 
the three years, 1857, 1858 and 1859, the numbers of cases were as 
follows for England and Wales : — 





1859. 


1858. 


1857. 


Crimes cominitted 


137 
134 
106 


150 
124 
104 


114 


Persons apprehended 


107 




90 







Although it is impossible not to feel regret at so much crime as 
these figures indicate, it must be remembered that in each of these 
years the number of illegitimate children registered was upwards of 
43,000, and therefore the return does not support the outcry as to 
the vast amount of infanticide prevailing in this country. 

Here may be mentioned, though the remark applies to a subse- 
quent part of these observations that the Police returns for the same 
years show that in 1857 there were 5,816 prosecutions for disobeying 
orders in bastardy ; in 1858, the number was 5,050, and in 1859, 
the number was 4,743. Eor the same years the prosecutions of 
prostitutes for violation of the Vagrancy Act were respectively 8,771, 
9,997 and 7308. 

During the period for which the above table of illegitimacy has been 

* I have learnt from Dr. Tyler Smith, President of the Obstetric Society, that 
death occurs more frequently in jprimiparce to the motlier and her infant than in 
subsequent labours, and that the proportion of deaths during labour is greater 
among males than among females, in consequence of the male foetal head being 
larger in circumference than that of the female. — ^W. G. L. 

t See, however, a Parliamentary Eeturn as to the inquests on children under 
2 years of age in the Metropolis, presented to Parliament in the Session 1862, 
No, 177. 
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obtained the marriages in England have fluctuated slightly, namely to 
the extent of one-tenth per cent. The marriage-rate from 1844 to 
1859, has ranged from 79 per 1,000 of the population to 89 per 1,000, 
The highest rate was in 1853, when the rate of illegitimacy was 
almost tlie lowest namely 65 in the 1,000, and the lowest marriage- 
rate was in 1847 and 1858, in which years it was equal, when the 
rate of illegitimacy was respectively 66 and 67 in the 1,000. It must 
not bo overlooked that the marriages belong to the years in which 
they are celebrated ; illegitimacy for three-fourth parts belongs to the 
year proceeding that of the birth. 

The Registrar- General's Eeports supply this table. 

Population and Marriages in England and Wales. 



Years. 


Eatimated 
Population. 


Marriages. 


Eatio of Marriages 

totlie 

Population. 


1844 


16,520,000 
16,721,000 
16,925,000 
17,132,000 
17,340,000 
17,552,000 
17,766,000 
17,983,000 
18,205,000 
18.403,000 
18,618,000 
18,787,000 
19,045,000 
19,305,000 
19,523,000 
19,745,000 
20,061,725* 


132,249 
143,743 
145,664 
135,845 
138,230 
141,883 
152,738 
154,206 
158,439 
164,520 
159,349 
151,774 
159,262 
159,097 
154,500 
167,900 
170,305 


•80 


'45 


•86 


'46 


•86 


'47 


•79 


'48 


•80 


'49 


•81 


'50 


•86 


'51 


•86 


'52 


•87 


'53 


•89 


'54 


•86 


'55 


•86 


'56 


•84 


'57 


•82 


•58 


•79 


'59 


•85 


'60 


•85 







* Number by the census of 1861. 



Thus in 1844, out of every 62 persons one married, and in 1860 one 
out of every 59 ; or in other words there was in 1844 one marriage 
to 125 persons ; and in 1860 one to 119 persons. It cannot be 
doubted that the great improvement in the material condition of 
the people of this country is exhibited in the progress of lawful 
unions, and in the decline^ slight though it may be, of illegitimacy. 

II. — Of Illegitimacy vn the different Counties of England and Wales. 
It is now convenient to examine the state of illegitimacy in the 
different counties of England and "Wales where it will be seen great 
discrepancies arise. This part of the subject is naturally one of 
much interest, because no cause occurs readily to accoimt for such 
discrepancies as are exhibited in the returns. Various tables have 
therefore been prepared to bring together the different facts and 
coincidences connected with the subject. 
The first table shows — 



1862.] 



LttmIiET on the Statistiet of Ilhgitmaey. 



227 



The Total Nimber of Illegitimate Children Registered in tin Years 
1842, 1851, 1857, 1858, and 1859. 



Names of Counties. 


1842. 


1851. 


1857. 


1858. 


1859. 


England. 
Bedford 


316 
410 
343 
431 
1,089 

489 
632 
626 
787 
346 

681 
534 
737 
292 
378 

106 
904 
5,592 
501 
756 

168 

227 

1,214 

442 

594 

876 
385 
50 
614 
854 

663 
1,168 
804 
321 
615 

671 
152 
525 
752 
506 

501 
2,842 
1,925 

807 
1,170 


340 
457 
358 
467 
1,274 

661 
684 
712 
935 
372 

950 
778 
821 
383 
566 

126 

982 

5,759 

699 

985 

258 
322 
1,599 
536 
823 

955 
453 
49 
692 
991 

832 

1,675 

1,002 

376 

724 

1,023 
164 
563 
611 
563 

523 
3,i)54 
3,203 

947 
1,458 


392 
487 
313 
482 
1,262 

651 
667 
703 
932 
385 

1,049 
678 
770 
314 
382 

113 

964 
5,965 

638 
1,109 

219 

375 

1,435 

470 

860 

1,036 

418 

43 

789 

858 

772 
1,782 
888 
346 
725 

1,072 
150 
539 
594 
715 

561 
3,878 
3,748 

915 
1,553 


394 
430 
319 

454 
1,251 

689 
790 
752 
989 
368 

1,099 
666 
766 
283 
391 

101 
970 

5,851 
681 

1,022 

235 

349 

1,430 

506 

884 

1,020 

412 

64 

743 
894 

790 
1,902 
883 
318 
743 

1,112 
156 

499 
656 
682 

626 
3,873 
3,752 

930 
1,580 


405 




498 




354 




472 


Chester 


1,257 




735 


Cunflberland 


798 


Derby 


800 


Devon 


1,108 


Dorset 


370 


Durham 


1,220 


Essex 


681 




721 




256 


Hertford 


409 


Huntingdon 


128 


Kent* 


1,082 


Lancaster 


5,894 


Leicester 


676 




1,061 


Middlesex* 


266 




347 


Norfolk 


1,567 


Northampton 


470 




907 




1,044 


Oxford 


420 


Rutland 


49 


Salop 


814 




909 


Southampton 


809 


Stafford 


1,808 


SufTolk 


960 


Surrey* 


404 




709 




1,091 


Westmoreland 


175 


Wilts 


545 




647 


York, East Riding 

„ North , 

„ West „ 


752 

632 
3,883 
3,902 

1,027 
1,019 


Wales. 
North 


South 






31,796 


42,000 


43,002 


43,305 


44,751 



* In the above table, Kent, Middlesex, and Surrey, apply to the parts of those 
counties which are exclusive of the Metropolis. In the retunis for 1842 the 
populous district of Dudley ie comprised in Worcestershire, but in the subsequent 
years it is comprised in Staffordshire. 



228 



LtriTLET on the Statistics of Illegitimacy. 



[June, 



It is proper to observe upon this table that though there is an 
increase in the numbers of the illegitimate children registered in these 
succeeding years there is not an increase in the proportion of illegi- 
timate over the legitimate, as 'will be seen in p. 221, where it 
appears that the proportion in 1842 was 6' 7, while in 1859 it was 
only 6'5, though there was actually one-fourth more illegitimate 
children registered in 1859 than in 1842. 

This table though it shows great variations in the numbers in the 
different counties does not in itself enable the reader to perceive any 
particular result. But the Registrar- General has caused calculations 
to be made for several years of the proportions in the different 
counties between the births of the two classes of children, and the 
tables published in his reports show the proportions of the illegiti- 
mate children to every 100 registered births in the years 1842, 1845, 
1851, 1852, 1855, 1859, in the different counties. 

Those tables now follow together with two additional columns 
taken from the Eeport on the Census for 1851, one of which shows 
the density of the population in the several counties, and the other 
the number of persons inhabiting each house therein : — 



Number of Illegitimate Births to 


everi^ 100 Births Registered. 




Xamcs of CouuUcs. 


1842. 


1845. 


1851. 


1852. 


1855. 


1859. 


Number 

of 
Persons 
to each 
House 
in 1851. 


Density 
of 

Popu- 
lation at 

1861. 


England. 
Bedford 


7-7 
7-3 
7-3. 
7-2 
9-4 

4-2 
11-4 
8-1 
5-1 
6-7 

5-6 
5-3 

6-1 

10-6 

7-0 

5-1 
6-3 
2-8 

8-7 
7-2 


8-3 
8-1 
7-2 
7-0 
9-3 

5-1 
111 
8-3 
5-5 
71 

6-3 

5-7 
6-6 
9-7 
7-4 

5-7 
6-1 
2-9 
8-2 
8-7 


7-1 
7-4 
7-3 
71 
8-5 

5-5 
10-5 
8-0 
5-4 
6-5 

5-7 
6-9 
6-3 
10-2 
7-9 

5-8 
6-4 
2-7 
7-2 
8-1 


8-1 

7-9 
7-7 
7-4 
8-3 

5-2 
10-7 
8-0 
5-7 
7-2 

6-3 
71 
6-2 
10-6 
7-7 

6-3 
6-6 

7-0 
8-2 


7-8 
6-9 
6-3 
7-9 
8-5 

5-1 
10-6 
7-6 
5-7 
6-5 

5-6 
6-0 
5-5 
9-9 
6-7 

4-6 
5-2 

6-6 
8-0 


8-0 
7-4 
6-9 
7-4 
7-6 

5-8 
11-4 
7-7 
6-2 
6-2 

5-6 
5-4 
5-2 
8-1 
7-1 

6-2 
6-1 

C-6 
8-0 


5-1 
5-1 
4-9 
5-0 
5-3 

5-2 
5-3 
5-0 
5-7 
51 

6-0 
5-0 
5-3 
4-8 
51 

4-8 
5-7 

5-8 
4-7 


Acre to 

1 persoi!. 

2-4 


Berks 


2-7 


Buckingham 

Cambridge 


2-9 
2-8 


Chester 


1-6 


Cornwall 


2-5 


Cumberland 


5'1 


Derby 


2-2 


Devon 


2-9 


Dorset 


3-4 


Durham 


1-6 
2-9 


Gloucester 


1-8 




4-6 


Hertford 


2-3 


TTiintinsrdon 


3-6 


I^ent 


1'7 








0-6 




2-2 
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Number of IllegUimate Births to every 100 Births Registered — Contd. 



Kamea of Counties. 


1842. 


1845. 


1851. 


1852. 


1855. 


1859. 


Number 

of 
Persons 
to each 
House 
in 1831. 


Density 
of 

Popu- 
lation at 

1851. 


England — contd. 
i-incoln 


6-3 
4-4 
3-4 
4-0 
9-9 

6-4 
6-8 
9-9 
7-5 
6-8 

9-3 
6-2 
6-4 
7-4 
8-1 

5-2 
2-7 
6-8 
5-1 
9-3 

7-3 

6-2 
6-9 
8-9 
7-1 

6-9 

7-5 


6-8 
5-6 
3-8 
5-0 
10-8 

6-3 

7-8 
9-8 
7-0 

7-7 

10-5 
6-7 
6-3 

7-7 
10-8 

6-5 
3-5 
7-1 
50 
10-2 

7-4 
6-5 
7-4 
9-0 
7-4 

8-11 
8-2 


7-4 
5-8 
4-2 
5-3 
111 

7'1 
7-7 
9-5 
8-2 
6-6 

9-9 
7-0 
60 
6-7 
8-8 

6-3 
4-0 
6-7 
5-9 
9-1 

7-2 
7-1 
6-7 
8-4 
6-9 

7-4 
8-1 


7-7 
4-8 
41 
4-8 
11-4 

6-4 
7-7 
9-5 
8-0 
5-7 

&-6 
6-9 
6-8 
67 
8-1 

5-2 

7-0 

5-9 

10-4 

7-4 
7-2 
7-7 
8-3 
6-7 

7-3 
8-3 


7-8 
4-5 
4-0 
4-6 
10-1 

5-8 
8-0 
8-8 
7-0 
7-6 

9-8 
6-3 
5-8 
6-2 
8-4 

4-5 

6-7 

5-4 

10-0 

7-5 
6-4 
7-3 
8-6 
6-6 

7-1 

7-8 


7-8 
4-7 

4-7 
10-7 

5-7 
7-7 
8-9 
7-2 
6-7 

9-8 
6-3 
5-7 
5-9 

8-2 

5-0 

6-8 
5-4 
9-7 

7-1 
6-4 
8-0 
8-9 
6-9 

4-2 

6-4 
8-1 


5-0 
7-9 

5-4 
4-8 

4-8 
6-3 
4-9 
5-0 
5-0 

5-0 
5-2 
5-3 
5-2 
4-9 

6-3 

5-7 
4-9 
5-2 

4-9 
50 
4-9 
4-8 
5-0 


Aere to 

1 person. 

4-4 




0-1 


Metropolitan 






2-4 


Norfolk 


3-1 


Northampton 

Northumberland .... 


3-0 
41 
1-9 


Oxford 


2-8 


Rutland 


4-2 


Salop 


3-6 




2-4 


Southampton 

Stafford 


2-7 
1-2 


Suffolk 


2-8 


Surrey 


0-7 


Diletropolitciii 






2-8 


Warwick 


1-2 


Westmoreland 

Wilts 


8-3 
3-4 




1-7 


York, East Riding 
„ North „ 
» West „ 

IMetropolis 


3-5 
6-3 
1-3 


Wales. 
South 




North 










Prom these tables the relative positions of the several counties in 
reference to the density of their population, and to number of the 
occupiers of the houses, and the number of illegitimate births appear 
to be according to this table. 
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Position 


Names of Comities. 




Inr 


igard to 


Illegitimacy 




In regard 

to the Density 

of the 

Population 

in 1851. 


In regard to 
the Number of 




In 

1842. 


In 
1845. 


In 
1861. 


In 

1862. 


In 

1865. 


In 
1869. 


Persons 

to a House 

in 1861. 


England. 

Bedford 

Berks 


9 
12 
12 
13 

4 

30 

1 

8 

27 

19 

24 
25 
23 
2 
16 

27 
21 
7 
14 
21 

29 
28 
3 
20 
18 

3 
10 
18 

5 
22 

20 
11 

8 
26 
18 

27 
5 
13 
22 
17 

6 
15 

10 

17 


10 
12 
16 

18 

7 

28 
1 

10 
27 
17 

23 
25 
21 
6 
15 

25 
24 
11 
9 
19 

26 
29 
2 
23 
13 

5 
18 
14 

3 
20 

23 
14 
2 
22 
17 

26 
4 
15 
22 
15 

8 
15 

12 
11 


18 
15 
16 
18 
8 

30 
2 
12 
31 
23 

30 
20 
25 
3 
13 

29 
24 
17 
U 
15 

29 
32 
1 
18 
14 

5 
10 
22 

4 
19 

27 
21 
7 
26 
21 

28 
6 
17 
18 
21 

9 
20 

11 

15 


9 
11 
12 
13 

7 

27 
2 
10 
26 
15 

23 
16 
24 
3 
12 

23 
21 
17 
8 
12 

28 
28 
1 
22 
12 

6 
10 
26 

5 
18 

19 
20 
9 
27 
17 

25 
4 
13 
15 
12 

7 
20 

7 
14 


12 
18 
23 
11 
8 

32 
1 

13 
27 
21 

28 
25 
29 
4 
19 

33 
31 
20 
10 
12 

34 
33 
2 
26 
10 

6 
17 
13 

5 
23 

26 
24 
9 
34 
19 

30 
3 
14 
22 
15 

7 
20 

12 
16 


8 
12 
15 
12 
11 

23 
1 
10 
21 
21 

25 
26 
27 
7 
14 

21 

22 

18 

8 

9 

29 
29 
2 
24 
10 

5 
13 
17 

3 
20 

24 
22 
6 
27 
16 

26 

4 

14 

19 

8 

5 
15 

7 
19 


11 
13 
15 
14 
5 

12 

24 

9 

15 

18 

5 
IS 

7 
24 
10 

20 
6 
1 
9 

23 

11 
17 
16 
21 

8 
14 
22 
20 
11 

13 
3 

13 
2 

14 

3 
26 
18 

6 
19 

25 
4 


5 
5 


Buckingham 


3 
4 


Chester 


7 


Cornwall 


6 




7 


Derby 


4 




9 


Dorset 


5 




11 


Essex 


4 


Gloucester 


7 


Hereford 


2 


Hertford 


5 




2 


Kent 


9 


Lancaster 


10 




1 


Lincoln 


4 


Middlesex* 






8 


Norfolk 


2 


Northampton 

Northumberland .... 


2 
12 

3 


Oxford 


4 


Rutland 


4 


Salop 


6 




7 


Southampton 

Stafford 


6 
3 


Suffolk 


12 


Surrey 


9 


Sussex 


3 


Warwick 


6 


Westmoreland 

Wilts 


3 

4 




3 


York, East Riding 

„ North „ 
„ West „ 

Wales. 
North 


5 

2 

4 


South 


M— 






Highest number 


30 


29 


32 


28 


34 


29 


26 


12 



* The county of Middlesex embracing the Metropolis, is so peculiar in respect 
of the density of the population and the number of its occupants, that it is omitted 
from the columns which relate thereto. 
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With the view of giving au opportunity for referring to the 
character of the labouring classes in the several counties a table has 
been prepared from other returns also supplied by the Eeport on the 
Census of 1851, showing the distinctions between the town and 
riu^al populations in the different counties, and arranged in the order 
of town population, with the position of the respective counties so 
arranged in reference to their illegitimacy. 



Countiea. 


Percentage of 

Town 

Population. 


Percentage of 

Rural 

Population. 


Number of 

Towns of 3,000 

and 

upwards. 


Position as 

regards 

Illegitimacy in 

1859. 




66 
65 
55 
55 

55 

53 
49 
49 

48 
48 

46 
45 
45 
43 
42 

39 
37 
36 
34 
32 

32 
32 
32 
31 
31 

31 
30 
30 
29 
28 

28 
27 
26 
26 
26 

26 
25 
25 
25 
24 

22 
22 
20 
14 


34 
35 
45 
45 
45 

47 
61 
51 
52 
52 

54 
55 
55 
57 

58 

61 
63 
64 
66 
68 

68 
68 
68 
69 
69 

69 
70 
70 
71 
72 

72 
73 

74 
74 
74 

74 

75 
75 
75 
76 

78 
78 

80 
86 


32 
9 
8 

16 

7 

12 
12 
6 
19 
12 

21 
14 
24 
11 
9 

8 

7 

12 

15 

6 

8 
9 
6 
8 
10 

ti 

10 
b 

10 
9 

6 

6 

10 

11 

14 

7 
5 
4 

1 
8 

12 

18 

2 

6 


18 




26 




27 




22 


Yorkshire, East Riding 
Sussex 


8 
16 


Hampshire * 


24 


Northumberland ....,.„,... 
Kent, extra Metrop 


10 
22 
11 


Yorkshire, West Riding 
Wiltshire 


15 
14 


Devonshire 


21 




1 


Durham 


25 


Leicestershire 


8 




15 


Norfolk 

South Wales 


2 
19 


Oxfordshire 


13 


Shropshire 


3 


Worcestershire 


19 




5 


Cambridgeshire 


12 


Dorsetshire 


21 


Somersetshire 


20 


Berkshire 


12 


Bedfordshire 


8 


Suffolk 


6 


Northamptonshire 

Monmouthshire 


24 
29 




10 


Surrey, extra Metrop. . 
Essex , 


28 
26 


Lincolnslure 

Yorkshire, N. Riding .... 
Huntingdonshire i. 


9 

5 
21 


Herefordshire _ 


7 

4 




14 


Cornwall 


23 


North Wales 


7 


RaUandshire ,. 


17 


Middlesex, ex, Metrop, 


29 
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All these tables exbibit singtdar results. Some counties show a 
constantly high rate of illegitimacy, and some as constantly have a 
low rate ; in others, however, there are great fluctuations. Adjoining 
counties in many instances greatly differ, while in other instances 
the characters of the neighbourhood are much the same. The relative 
proportions of the town and rural population do not appear to 
lead to any corresponding distinction ; as, in several counties where 
the relations are in this respect identically the same, the positions in 
regard to illegitimacy greatly differ. 

In six counties the town population exceeds that of the rural ; 
and five of those are in the lower half of the scale of illegitimacy, and 
these counties, except the one where the illegitimacy is in the liigher 
half of the scale, contain a large number of great towns. It appears 
that several of the counties which are high in illegitimacy contain 
a considerable number of small towns, but on the other hand small 
towns abound in many of the counties where the illegitimacy is low. 

Those counties where the inhabitants are most crowded in their 
dwellings do not exhibit the highest rate of illegitimacy. Durham, 
Devonshire, Lancashire, Monmouthshire, Kent, and Surrey, in which 
the houses are most filled, are low in the scale ; while in Norfolk, 
Herefordshire, Westmoreland, and the North Biding where the illegi- 
timacy is high, the houses are but scantily occupied ; at the same 
time it must be admitted that some of the closely packed counties, 
such as Suffolk and Salop, are in the upper branch of the scale. 

It is, however, to be remarked that, the highest rate of illegitimacy 
is to be found chiefly in those counties where the population is most 
spare. Thus again, Cumberland, Hereford, Norfolk, Shropshire, 
Westmoreland, and the North Eiding of Yorkshire, which stand 
highest in the illegitimacy columns, stand lowest in the column for 
the density of the population. On the other hand, Lancashire, 
Middlesex, including the Metropolis, Staffordshire, Warwickshire, and 
the West Eiding of Yorkshire, stand among the lowest in respect 
of illegitimacy though the population \s the densest there. 

What is the proper explanation of these discrepancies ? Do they 
depend upon any variation in the morality, or in the extent of 
education, or in the prudential habits of the different counties ? The 
Eegistrar- General in his twenty-first and twenty-second Annual 
Eeports gives a table of the proportions and number of marriages in 
the several counties of England during the years 1858 and 1859, of 
persons who signed their names, and of persons who married not 
being of full age. 

It may be considered that, with reference to this particular 
subject, the number of marriages affords a test of morality, the 
signatures to the marriage register give some fair indication of the 
progress of education, and the age of marriages testifies to the 
prudence of the parties, if, as is generally admitted, very early 
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marriages are not prudent. It will not be necessary to give the 
tables for both years, that for 1859 will suffice. 





Mnr- 

i-iages 

to 

100 

InhaM- 

taats. 


Signatures in 

Vritin^' 

of 100 Married. 


Persons not of 

lull .4ge 
of 100 Married. 


Pioportiou 

of Scholars in 

PubUc 

Week-day 

Schools to the 

Population 

in 1858. 


Illegitimate 
Cliildren 

to 

every ICO 

Birllis 

in lS5a. 




Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Bedford 


•717 
-069 
-639 
•620 
-812 

•686 
-707 
•817 
•783 
•740 

•912 
•C39 
•896 
•686 
•541 

•629 
•722 

ro.35 

•758 
•650 

-552 
-856 
-700 
-815 
-870 

•935 
-630 
-616 
•700 
•694 

•842 
•955 
•670 
•721 
•685 

-897 
•644 
•635 
•876 
•951 

•962 
•910 
•809 
-662 
•903 


59^9 
66^7 
62^7 
62^8 
71^4 

66^4 
78-8 
76-2 
76-0 
69-1 

73-2 
63-1 
74-2 
60-1 
56-4 

66-6 
75-4 
70-5 
72-8 
75-9 

78-1 
53-6 
64-4 
71-2 
81-9 

71-3 
69-5 
74-3 
61-4 

68-8 

77-0 
58-3 
50-3 
74-4 
75-7 

72-1 
86-7 
66-3 
68-9 
81-9 

82-1 
73-7 
60-8 
61-3 
89-4 


50-2 
71-8 
61-1 
62-3 
53-4 

56-3 
65-9 
64-8 
70-0 
71-1 

57^0 
68^4 
71^2 
68-6 
62-5 

03-3 
74-1 
45-0 
04-0 
71-8 

79-2 

45-2 
G5-2 
63-8 
69-4 

57-7 
72-7 
77-6 
57-1 
67-1 

77-0 
46-8 
64-4 
81-2 
80-1 

62-8 
76-9 
09-2 
61-4 
70-1 

71-2 
52-1 
40-5 
44-4 
80-9 


12-69 

5-32 

11-00 

10-16 

5-18 

8-61 
5-46 
7-73 
4-75 
6-96 

7-49 
6-57 
6-42 
4-53 

8-5fi 

7-11 
3-89 
7-57 
9-04 
4-40 

4-44 
5-38 
7-43 
11-28 
3-91 

8-77 
5-33 
6-67 
4-09 
6-84 

3-70 
10-20 
6-71 
2-80 
4-19 

7-19 
3-16 
7-63 
7-83 
5-65 

3-86 
1-U 
5^75 
4-58 
3-05 


25-19 
15-34 

24-68 
25-82 
16-53 

20-90 
16-77 
20-54 
14-48 
17-03 

27-76 
21-29 
15-96 
13-44 
23-56 

27-73 
20-04 
20-64 
19-55 
20-24 

14-80 
18-90 
18-96 
26-09 
15-19 

21-63 
18-74 
12-73 
14-50 
15-81 

17-69 
29-14 
19-80 
14-74 
18-14 

20-92 
12-38 
17-49 
22-89 
21^88 

17^26 
24^69 
15-78 
12-00 
13-01 


11-7 
9-2 
10-1 
13-2 
12-7 

16-2 
11-2 
11-0 
12-5 
9-1 

14-0 

8-7 

9-6 
11-2 

9-2 

9-9 

9^8 
13^3 
119 
10-5 

13-0 
11-3 
11-3 
9-7 
15-0 

13-4 

8-3 

8-6 
11-5 
10-5 

10-9 
11-7 
10-5 
12-0 
11-0 

14-8 

7-9 

7-8 
13-2 

• 12-3 

1 Not 
\ separately 
J given. 


8-0 


Berks 


7-4 


Buckingham 


6-9 


Cambridge 


7-4 


Chester 


7-6 


Cornwall 


5-8 




11-4 


Derby 


7-7 




6^2 




6^2 




5^6 


Kssex 


5-4 




5-2 




8-1 


Hertford 


71 


Huntingdon 


6-2 


Kent 


6^1 




6-6 


Leicester 


8-0 


Lincoln 


7-8 




4-7 


Monmouth 


4-7 


Norfolk 


10-7 


Northampton „ 


5-7 


Northumberland 

Nottingham 


7-7 
8-9 


Oxford 


7-2 


Rutland 


6-7 


Salop 


9^8 




6-3 




5-7 


Stafford 


5-9 


Suffolk 


8-2 




5-0 


Sussex 


6-8 




5-4 


Westmoreland 


9-7 


Wilts 


7-1 




6-4 


York, East Riding ... 

„ North „ ... 

„ West 

South Wales 


8-0 

8-9 
6^9 
6^4 


North , 


8^l 


Metropolis 


4^2 






Avge. for England... 


. -849 


73-3 


62-4 


6-20 


19-10 


1 in 11-82 


6-5 
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The above column for the numbers of scholars attending public 
schools is taken from the " Eeport of the Committee on the State 
" of Popular Education in England," vol. i, part vi, p. 595, and the 
column as to the relative illegitimacy for 1859 already printed in 
p. 231, is here repeated. 

It appears that the Metropolis exhibits this remarkable result. 
It is second only as regards the number of the marriages, it is 
highest as regards the state of education, it is very high with 
reference to the prudence of its inhabitants, but it is lowest in the 
scale of illegitimacy. 

A like result is not, however, obtained from the table in other 
cases. 

In Cumberland, Westmoreland, Hereford, the East and Nortb 
Eiding of Yorkshire, the illegitimacy is very high, and so is the 
standard of education, and the prudence in marrying. But in 
Monmouthshire, Cornwall, Lancashire, Staffordshire, the education is 
low, the illegitimacy is also low, but there is a high proportion of 
early marriages. In Norfolk, however, the state of education as 
regards the men is far below the average though as regards the women 
it is above it. There the number of men who marry under age is 
rather above the average, but that of the women is below it. This 
county has long been distinguished for the high rate of illegitimacy. 

Notwithstanding those remarks it is to be doubted, whether any 
general result can be obtained beyond this, that the want of education 
is not accompanied with a large comparative amount of illegitimacy. 
It will be seen hereafter that in the whole kingdom of Scotland, 
where probably the people are the most educated of any nation in 
the world, the general rate of illegitimacy far exceeds that of 
England. 

The Eegistrar-General in his " Fourteenth Annual Eeport," 
p. 12, having pointed out the differences of the rate of illegitimacy 
in different counties observes, " these returns undoubtedly imply 
" varieties in the state of the family relations, in the social education 
" of children, and in the morals of the people. But it must not be 
" immediately assumed, as has been sometimes done, in comparing 
" the counties of England and "Wales, any more than in comparing 
" the results of our returns with those of other countries, that the 
" relative morality of the population is expressed by these numbers." 

Then having pointed out the child-bearing ages of women as being 
between 15 and 55, and principally between 20 and 40, lie shows 
in a table the numbers of women married and unmarried in each 
county at the two divisions of ages as ascertained at the Census 
of 1841, and the births of children in each class and the proportional 
number of children to women. 

Tlie following extract from that table is giren ;— 
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Eegistratiou Divisions. 


Proportion of Births, 

in Wedlock, 
to 100 Married Women. 


Proportion of Births, 

out of Wedlock, 

to 100 Unmarried Women 

and Widows. 




Under the 
Age of 40. 


Under the 
Age of 65. 


Of the Age 
of 38—40. 


Of the Age 
of 16—55. 


England 


35-197 


22-470 


3-365 


1-715 






London 


30-657 
35-023 
35-701 
34-572 
36-677 

35-531 
35-978 
36-123 
36-608 
37-781 

36-143 


20-420 
21-920 
22-400 
21-463 
22-020 

22-597 
22-298 
23-903 
23-742 
24-510 

22-344 


1-500 
3064 
3-946 
4-943 
2-735 

3-707 
4-494 
3-757 
4-101 
4-254 

3-517 


-821 


South-Eastern counties 


1-860 


South Midland „ 


1-944 


Eastern , 


2-462 


South-Westem „ 


1-396 


West Midland counties 


1-855 


North „ „ 


2-213 


North-West ' , 


1-936 


Yorkshire 


2-018 


Northei-n counties 


2-086 


Monmouthshire and Wales 


1-791 



Upon ttis table the Eegistrar-General, remarks : — 

" Excluding London from view as the returns are probably 
" imperfect, it may be inferred tbat generally the unmarried women 
" in the counties south of the Thames, comprising the descendants of 
" the old Saxon population have few illegitimate children ; "Wales 
" stands next in the scale.* The "West Midland, the North- Western 
" and the South Midland counties, covering the area of the ancient 
" Mercia, present less favourable results ; while in Yorkshire, the 
" Northern counties, the North Midland counties and particularly 
" the Eastern counties covering the area of the ancient Danish 
" population, the number of illegitimate children is excessively great." 
By Mercia it is presumed reference is made to the ancient Britons. 

It thus appears that the Eegistrar-General is prepared to bring 
forward the subject of race, as having an important bearing in the 
solution of this problem. But without wholly denying its influence 
in some respects, and under certain circumstances, it appears difficult 
to estimate any influence therefrom, after the amalgamation of the 
races during ten or twelve centuries in this kingdom, upon the 
conduct of the population. 

It may be allowed to make this observation, that though there 
are, no doubt, considerable bodies of people to be dealt with in 
England and Wales, yet the counties are so very varying in their 
extent, and so intermixed among themselves, without any natural 

* In the division termed Wales is included the county of Monmouth, which 
having in itself a low rate of illegitimacy, naturaUy affects this table as applied to 
the principality of Wales, 

b2 
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boundaries or proper cliaracteristic distinctions that tliey do not 
form good subjects for analytical statistics. And it is also to be 
remarked tbat the number of subjects to be examined in some of the 
counties are but fevr, which is an important circumstance to be 
always borne in vieAV when deductions are proposed to be drawn in 
statistics. 

The registration divisions also which diminish the number of the 
county distinctions are not in themselves uniform either in size or 
any other general characteristics. 

Before concluding this part of the subject it may be thought 
convenient to distinguish among the different counties the criminal 
statistics, which have a bearing upon illegitimacy, and the sum of 
which was given on p. 225. 



ConnlieB. 


Coneealment qf Birth, 
Total Crimes Committed. 


Conemlvunt of Birth, 

Feisona Committed (or Bailed) 

for Trial. 




1859. 


1858. 


1859. 


1858. 


1857. 


Bedford 


No. 

1 
3 

5 
2 
5 

4 
4 

1 
2 
2 

2 
9 

4 

16 

5 
6 

4 

5 

7 


No. 
1 
3 
2 
1 
4 

3 
1 

3 

8 
2 

2 

1 
3 
1 
2 

1 
3 

13 
2 

8 

19 

I 
6 

1 

2 
4 

1 
2 
5 


No. 

2 
1 

5 
2 
5 
6 
6 

2 

1 
1 

2 
9 

9 

5 

3 
4 
2 

2 
5 

1 

5 


No. 
1 
4 
4 
1 
4 

2 
1 
3 
4 
3 

2 

1 
3 

1 

2 

7 
2 
4 

6 

3 
4 

2 
3 


No. 


Berks 


, 


Bucks 


2 


Cambridge 




Chester 







1 


Cumberland 


1 


Derby 




Devon 


, 


Dorset 


1 






Essex 


1 


Gloucester (inclng. Bristol) 
Hereford 


6 
2 


Hertford 


2 


Huntingdon 




Kent 


2 


Lancaster 


6 




1 


Lincoln 


6 


Middlesex (with London) . 
Monmouth 


6 
1 


Norfolk 


4 


Northampton 


3 


Northumberland 


1 






Oxford 


1 


Rutland 


1 


Salop 


1 


Somerset 


3 
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Counties. 


Conceahnent of Birth, 
Total Crimes Committed. 


Concetlmcnt of Birth. 

Persons Conimitted (or Bailed) 

for Trial. 




1859. 


1858. 


1859. 


1858. 


1857. 


Southampton 


No. 

3 

5 

1 

3 

2 

4 
1 
4 
5 
11 

8 
1 


Ko. 

5 
2 

4 

11 
2 
3 

7 
6 

3 
1 


No. 
1 
3 

4 
1 

2 

2 
3 
6 

3 
1 


No. 
5 
3 
2 
2 
3 

5 

1 
2 

8 

2 
1 


No. 
3 


Stafford 


4 


Suffolk 


2 


Surrey 


8 


Sussex 


2 




1 


Westmoreland 




AVilts 


1 


Worcester 


5 


York „ 

South Wales 


8 


North „ 


4 







Disobeying Bastardy Orders and Prostitutes. — Details for each County. 



Counties. 


Disobeying Bastardy Orders. 


Prostitutes. 
(Offences against Vagrancy Act.) 




1859. 


1858. 


1859. 


1858. 


Bedford 


No. 

8 

14 

21 

13 

144 

157 

119 

156 

47 

15 

199 
38 
49 
70 
10 

8 

34 

1,053 

27 

86 

229 
26 
58 
14 
86 


No. 
4 
24 
17 
29 
167 

57 
97 
126 
36 
21 

211 
47 
23 
24 
81 

6 

53 

1,184 

35 

135 

285 
38 
54 
17 

122 


No. 

11 
1 

16 

178 

63 
10 
17 
153 
21 

216 
3 

162 

27 

3 

1 

50 

806 

2 
52 

3,465 

69 

16 

18 

246 


No. 
1 


Berks 


9 


Bucks 






6 


Chester 


124 




90 


Cumberland 


33 


Derby 


16 


Devon 


165 


Dorset 


12 


Durham 


201 


Essex 


29 


Gloucester Cwith Bristol).... 


192 
20 


Hertford 


3 


Huntinffdon 


1 


Kent 


69 


Lancastei^ -, 


902 




3 


Lincoln 


42 


Middlesex (with London) . 
Monmouth 


6,050 
90 


Norfolk 


23 


Northampton 


24 




198 
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Disobeyinff Bastardy Orders and Prostitutes — Contd. 





Disobeying Bastardy Orders. 


Prostitutes. 
(Offences against Vagrancy Act.) 




1859. 


1858. 


1859. 


1858. 




No. 
75 
17 
4 
82 
58 

26 
266 
43 
10 
31 

92 
43 
15 
31 
710 

19 
107 

4 
115 

9 

23 
25 
131 
19 
43 

29 
13 


No. 
90 
25 
1 
96 
88 

37 

194 

40 

13 

24 

70 
37 
23 
51 
896 

7 

79 

4 

116 

4 

15 

26 

132 

12 

34 

33 
11 


No. 
13 
43 
2 
11 
61 

202 

186 

29 

7 

3 

153 

9 

8 

43 

711 

2 

15 

1 

2 

185 

13 


No. 
10 


Oxford 


53 


Rutland 


2 


Salop 


17 




34 


Southanopton 


137 


Stafford 


192 


Suffolk 


10 


Surrey 


8 




7 




155 


W^estmoreland 


10 


Wilts 


7 


Worcester 


48 


York 


713 


Wales. 
Anglesea ^ 


2 


Brecon 




Cardigan 




Caermarthen 

Carnarron 


10 
12 


Denbigh 


5 


Flint 


2 


Glamorgan „ 

Merioneth 


189 




15 


Pembroke 






4 







III. — Of Illegitimacy in the different Towns of Ikigland and Wales. 

It ia now proposed to refer to the different towns in England and 
the Registrar-Q-eneral's report enables us to obtain results in respect 
of two years, namely for 1845 and 1857, thus embracing an interval 
of twelve years. 

It is impossible to draw any general result from this table. 
The principal towns in the counties which are distinguished by their 
high rate of illegitimacy, exhibit a like character in these tables. 
]S'or\Yich, and Yarmouth in Worfolk, Shrewsbury in Shropshire, 
Hereford in Herefordshire, Nottingham in Nottinghamshire, are all 
marked by such high rate. It will be observed, however, that in 
Birmingham, Bristol, Dudley, Liverpool, Sheffield, and the Metropolis, 
where the population is very dense, the rate is low. 
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Such is the ease also in the seaports, namely, Portsmouth, 
Plymouth, Southampton, Liverpool, Hull, Sunderland, and Swansea. 

The seats of the two Universities stand in a very fair position, 
and so also do the two fashionable watering places of Bath, and 
Cheltenham; though Brighton and Scarborough, which last town 
besides being a seaport is a very gay ])lnce, are unfavourably distin- 
guished. 

The manufacturing towns in Cheshire, Lancashire, and the West 
Eiding of Yorkshire, also for the most part exhibit an unfavourable 
appearance, notwithstanding the density of their population. 



Birmingham 

Bolton 

Brighton 

Bristol 

Bury 



Cambridge .... 

Carlisle 

Caermarthen 

Cheltenham.... 

Cockermouth 



Coventry , 

Derby 

Dudley 

Durham , 
Exeter 



Falmouth 

Gloucester ... 

Halifax 

Hereford 

Haddersfield 



Hull 

Ipswich .. 
Lancaster.. 

Leeds 

Leicester .. 



Lincoln 

Liverpool 

Macclesfield 

Manchester 

Merthyr Tydvil 



Aberystwith 

Asliton 

Bath 

Bedford 

Berwick-on-Tweed .... 



lUec^itimate 
Births. 



1845. 



49 

605 

129 

72 

50 

253 
546 
78 
110 
297 

72 

127 

121 

71 

95 

100 
101 
220 
108 
42 

iX 
60 

301 
88 

388 

75 

70 

71 

407 

179 

62 
402 
225 
500 
125 



1857. 



36 

346 

93 

79 

47 

378 
443 
153 
105 
240 

50 
145 
118 

68 
131 

115 
131 
303 
148 
52 

37 
80 

.352 
99 

392 

112 

81 

90 

525 

210 

121 

456 
202 
610 
215 



Total 
Eegistei-ed Bktlis. 



1845. 



759 
7,294 
1,895 
1,160 

782 

5,646 
4,560 
1,434 
2,157 
3,315 

848 
1,244 
1,194 
1,239 
1,153 

1,191 
1,309 
4,031 
1,766 
801 

636 
911 

4,064 
958 

4,355 

1,435 

848 
1,057 
6,653 
2,19G 

1,206 
10,103 
1,992 
7,860 
2,429 



1857. 



733 
4,608 
1,639 
1,248 

703 

8,020 
5,100 
2,234 
2,133 
3,368 

750 
1,482 
1,164 
1,200 
1,371 

1,611 
1,772 
5,887 
2,810 
801 

640 
1,097 
4,466 
1,049 

4,827 

1,910 
1,269 
1,211 

8,208 

2,442 

1,569 
9,367 
1,993 
9,076 
4,603 



Proportion of 
lUegitimiites to 100 Born. 



1845. 



6-5 
8-3 
6-8 
6-2 
6-4 

4-5 
120 
5-4 
51 
9-0 

8-5 

10-2 

10-1 

5-7 

8-2 

8-4 
7-7 
5-5 
6-1 

5-2 

6-8 
6-6 
8-9 
9-2 
8-9 

5-2 
8-3 
67 
61 

8-2 

51 
40 
11-3 
6-4 
51 



1857. 



4-9 
7-5 
5-7 
6-3 
6-7 

4-7 
8-7 
6-8 
4-9 
7-1 

6-6 
9-8 
10-1 
5-7 
9-6 

7-1 
7-4 
5-1 
5-3 
6-5 

5-8 
7-3 
7-9 
9-4 
8-1 

5-9 
6-4 
7-4 
6-4 

8-6 

7-7 
4-9 
10-1 
6-7 
4-7 



In- 
crease. 



De- 
cre.ise. 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Norwich , 

Northampton 

Nottingham 

Oxford 

Portsmouth 

Plymouth 

Preston 

Salisbury 

Scarborough , 

Shrewsbury 

Sheffield 

Southampton , 

Stafford 

Stockport 

Sunderland 

Swansea 

Warwick 

Windsor 

Wolverhampton 

Worcester 

Yarmouth 

York 

Metropolis 



Illegitimate 
Bii'Ois. 



1845. 



169 
211 

60 
181 

31 

106 
53 

331 
21 
65 

49 

164 

41 

37 

287 

114 
35 
66 
29 

194 

55 

92 

111 

2,423 



1857. 



263 
260 

61 
279 

37 

129 

107 

371 

20 

73 

66 

297 

74 

38 

246 

140 

77 

78 

33 

297 

65 

75 

159 

3,748 



Total 
Registered Births. 



1845. 



2,411 

1,733 

1,155 

1,767 

597 

2,469 

1,335 

3,171 

293 

782 

578 

3,510 

854 

603 

3,218 

2,047 
1,164 
1,067 
533 
3,206 

662 

800 

1,507 

65,884 



1857. 



3,652 
2,474 
1,507 
2,603 
633 

3,769 

1,922 

3,967 

302 

919 

723 
5,109 
1,614 

711 
3,320 

3,602 
1,852 
1,222 
560 
5,329 

863 

933 

1,841 

89,577 



Proportion to 100 Born. 



1845. 



70 
12-2 

5-2 
10-2 

5-2 

4-3 
4-0 
10-4 
7-2 
8-3 

8-5 
4-7 
4-8 
6-1 
8-9 

5-6 
3-0 
6-2 
5-4 
6-1 

8-3 

11-5 

7-4 

3-7 



1857. 



7-2 
10-5 

4-0 
10-7 

5-8 

3-4 
5-6 
9-4 
6-6 
7-9 

91 

5-8 
4-6 
5-3 
7-4 

3-9 
4-2 
6-4 
5-9 
5-6 

7-5 
8-0 
8-6 

4-2 



In- 
crease. 



De- 
crease. 



It appears that the proportion of illegitimate births increased in 
25 to\ras, and in the Metropolis, but it decreased in 31, and in 2 
towns it remained the same. 

The towns in which the rate was highest in 1857 were Norwich, 
Nottingham, Macclesfield, and Caermarthen, while it was lowest 
in Portsmouth, Sunderland, Swansea, Merthyr Tidvil, and the 
Metropolis. 

IV. — Of the Influence of the Seasons of the Tear. 

The Eegistrar-General has supplied the means from which the 
following table may be framed of the births in the different quarters 
of the year. The numbers are of the births registered : — 
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Year. 


Total. 


Quarter 
ending Ward:. 


anarter 
ending June. 


Quarter ending 
September. 


Quarter ending 
December. 


1857 1 

1858 1 

1859 1 


*663,071 
43,002 

655,481 
43,305 

089,881 
44,751 


170,430 
11,256 

170,959 
11,657 

175.532 
11,584 


170,444 
10,583 

169,115 
11,004 

175,884 
11,061 


161,181 
10,428 

157,445 
10,496 

168,394 
10,883 


161,016 
10,735 

157,962 
10,148 

170,091 
11,223 



* The first line shows the number of births of both kinds, the second line that 
of the illegitimate. 

The only result to be obtained from this table is the fact that the 
greatest number of illegitimate births occur in the first quarter of 
the year, and the least number, in the third quarter. But the rule is 
much the same as regards the whole number of births, so that it 
cannot be alleged that there is anything in the different seasons 
which affects the relative proportions between legitimate and illegiti- 
mate births. 

Some variation, however, occurs in regard to the different 
portions of England in this respect, and the following table shows 
these variations for the year 1859 : — 



Divisions. 



London 

South-Eastern.. 
South Midland 

Eastern 

South-Western 
West Midland .. 
North Midland 
North-Western 

York 

Northern 

Welsh 



Total. 



t8y,577 
3,748 

55,753 
3,294 

42,325 
2,799 

36,702 
3,001 

55,867 
3,365 

82,552 
5,316 

43,536 
3,529 

102,472 
7,227 

70,859 
5,154 

40,397 
2,726 

43,031 
2,843 



Marcli. 



23,434 
1,029 

14,451 
885 

10,869 
731 

9,647 
789 

14,455 
935 

21,448 
1,400 

11,212 
965 

26,115 
1,832 

17,986 
1,285 

10,170 
673 

10,643 
732 



June. 



22,144 
886 

13,925 
811 

10,913 
725 

9,622 
803 

14,415 
849 

20,925 
1,282 

11,219 
808 

26,923 
1,806 

18,478 
1,266 

10,517 
644 

11,363 
703 



Sep- 
tember. 



21,648 
882 

13,663 
743 

10,281 
635 

8,714 
651 

13,398 
749 

19,867 
1,309 

10,442 
859 

25,100 
1,834 

17,178 
1,347 

10,034 
701 

10,856 
714 



December. 



22,351 
951 

13,714 

855 

10,262 
708 

8,719 
758 

13,599 
832 

20,312 
1,325 

10,663 
897 

24,334 
1,751 

17,217 
1,256 

9,676 
703 

10,169 
694 



t The first line gives the total number of births, the second line that of the 
illegitimate only. 
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111 all the divisions except that of Tort, and the Eastern, 
Northern, and North-Western divisions, the excess in the number 
of the births occurred in the March quarter, but in several of the 
divisions the minimum numbers do not appear in the September 
quarter. 

V. — Of the difference between the Sexes in Illegitimate Births. 

It is, perhaps, desirable to note the proportion which prevails 
between the sexes of these children. In the " Sixth Annual Report," 
the Eegistrar-General remarks that " the number of boys born is in 
" all countries greater than the number of girls ; and it has been 
" generally observed that the excess of males is greatest among 
" legitimate children ; but in England the diiFerence appears at 
" present to be inconsiderable, or not more than 18 in 10,000. In 
" the lowest terms that express these relations there were 20 boys to 
" 19 girls legitimate, and 21 boys to 20 girls among illegitimate 
" children bom alive." This refers to the year 1842. There is no 
separate returns of the sexes of the illegitimate children for 1843 and 
1844. 

But in the " Eighth Annual Eeport," p. 38, there is a table in 
a note which shows as follows for all England : — 

In respect of all children born during seven years, 1839-45, 
the ratio of males to females was 10'515 : 1 

In respect of legitimate children bom in two years, 1842-45, 
the ratio was lO-SlO : 1 

Of illegitimate children 10-393 : 1 

And in the text it is stated that the proportions are in legitimate 
children nearly 20 boys to 19 girls, in illegitimate children 26 boys 
to 25 girls. 

Again, in the "Thirteenth Annual Report" for 1850, p. 13, 
the subject is resumed. It is there stated that in that year 104 boys 
•were bom in England to every 100 girls, or 26 boys to 25 girls. 
The Registrar- General remarks, " If the children are distributed into 
" two classes it is found that the boys born in wedlock are to those 
" bom out of wedlock as 13'78 to 1 ; while the girls of the corres- 
" ponding classes are as 1366 to 1. The reason of the disprepancy 
" is this, — the excess of boys born out of wedlock over girls, 103'38 
" to 100, is not so great as the excess of boys among the children 
" born in wedlock (104-28 to 100)." 

In the " Fourteenth Report " for 1851, p. 9, it is recorded that 
to every 1,000 girls 1,047 boys were bom, but to every 1,000 girls 
born out of wedlock only 1,039 boys were born. 

The Registrar-General here states : " The sex of the child is 
" supposed to he influenced, to a jccmsiderable extent, by the rektivc 
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" ages of tlie parents,* but the truth of this cannot be tested by the 
" English returns." 

In the table appended to this part of the Report the exact ratios 
are shown for the whole of the kingdom to be as follows : — 

Males born in wedlock to every 100 females so born 104*7 

out of „ „ 103-9 

As, however, the examination is carried out through the different 
counties, the proportions are found to vary considerably, and in 
twelve counties the proportions in respect of illegitimate children 
were reversed, there being more females than males born in this 
class. 

In the " Sixteenth Eeport," p. 12, it is remarked that in the 
year 1853 the excess of boys among children born out of wedlock 
was 4'6 in 100, since to 100 girls 104-6 boys were born. This is 
above the proportion in the previous years ; but it appears that there 
was a general increase, as the ratio of all the boys born in that year 
to all the girls was nearly 105 to 100, or 21 boys to 20 girls. 

Subsequent Eeports show the following figures : — 



Years. 


Legitimate. 


Illegitimate. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


1854 


104-4 
105-2 
104-4 
104-5 


100 
100 

100 
100 


106-1 
104-1 
106-2 
105-7 


100 


•57 


100 


'58 


100 


'59 


100 







The twelve counties in which the proportions were reversed in 
the year 1851 were: — 



♦Surrey. 


♦Norfolk. 


Lancashire 


♦Berks. 


Wilts. 


Yorkshire, East Riding 


Bucks. 


♦Rutland. 


West „ 


Cambridge. 


♦Notts. 


♦Westmoreland. 


In 1857 an ex 


cess of females over males occurred in fifteen 


counties, namely in- 


— 


*Surrey. 


Northamptonshire. 


Warwickshire. 


Hants. 


Bedfordshire. 


♦Rutlandshire. 


*Berks. 


♦Norfolk. 


♦Notts. 


Middlesex. 


Cornwall. 


Derbyshire. 


Herts. 


Hereford. 


♦Westmoreland. 



• This remark is repeated in the " Sixteenth Ajmnal Eeport," p. 10. 
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Of these counties eight appear in the former list. 

M. Quetclet "Eecherches siir la Population," in 1827, pointed out 
that the relation of male to female births in France was 1,000 to 938, 
and in the Netherlands 1,000 to 945 ; and M. Edouart Smits, in the 
same year, " Statistique Rationale," p. 21, showed that the average 
for ten years in the Netherlands was 1 male to "9427 females, while 
he observes that in different parts of Europe it was almost every- 
where as 1 male to '9545 females. 

No distinction is here made between legitimate and illegitimate 
births. 

M. Legoyt reports of the year 1857, in the "Annuaii-e de 
" rEconomie Politique, &c.," that the number of children born 
in France was 105"39 males to 100 females legitimate, but only 
103-24 males to 100 females illegitimate. He shows that a similar 
result existed in previous years, and observes that this singular fact, 
which must be considered as one of the laws attending the progress 
of population in all countries, remains still inexplicable. 

But in England it will be seen that, though in some years this 
rule prevailed, in later years the proportions between the sexes hare 
been greater in favour of the males among the illegitimate than 
among the legitimate births ; and in Belgium, as shown above,* in 
1858, the total number of female illegitimate children born alive 
exceeded those of the male by 3. 

This subject is discussed by the Registrar-General of Scotland in 
his " Second Annual Eeport," where he deals with the Statistics for 
1856. He observes, " that in Scotland, while the legitimate births 
" yielded 105*2 ■ males to every 100 females, the illegitimate yielded 
" 106'1 males to every 100 females ; or the proportion of males to 
" females was higher than among the legitimate births. This was 
" strikingly the case with regard to the insular districts. There, while 
" the legitimate births yielded 107'7 males to 100 females, the illegiti- 
" mate births were in the proportion of 114*2 males to 100 females." 
In the midland and rural districts the proportion was 104'9 legiti- 
mate and 105' illegitimate males to 100 females ; in the town districts 
it was 105'4 and 107-5 illegitimate males to 100 females. 

It is also noticed in the Prussian statistical tables abstracted by 
Sir F. Goldsmid, already referred to, and published in vol. xxiii of the 
Journal, at p. 203. There an hypothesis is started by the editor of 
the tables, that the fruit of a iirst pregnancy is oftener female than 
male, and if this be a statistical fact it would explain the smaller 
preponderance of males among illegitimate children, most of whom 
are the fruits of first pregnancies. The editor of the tables remarks, 
however, that the smaller preponderance of males among the illegiti- 

* See p. 224 
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mate children has uo constant proportion. This is also shown by the 
previous observations. 

The statistical fact is not yet established, though it seems to be 
one quite capable of proof ; and taking all the information together, 
it is impossible at present to lay down any general rule as regulating 
the proportion between the sexes in illegitimate births as varying 
from that which generally prevails in legitimate births.* 

"VI. — Of Fauper Illegitimacy. 

The previous remarks have applied to the general illegitimacy of 
children born in this country every year ; it is now proposed to examine 
the amount of that illegitimacy which exists amidst the lowest 
classes of society, being that which falls for relief upon the poor 
rate. This difficulty occurs in reference to any general comparison 
between the general and the pauper illegitimacy. The Eegistrar- 
General's Eeports give the number of children born in the course of 
every year, but the Poor Law Board's Eeports can only show who. are 
relieved on a particular day in the year ; so that, though the latter 
show how many illegitimate children were relieved on the 1st of July 
in any given year, tliey cannot show whether such children were born 
in that year, or in any antecedent j-ear within fifteen. On the other 
hand, illegitimate children born in the same year, though destitute and 
chargeable before or after the 1st July, but not so on that particular 
day, will not appear in these reports. Nevertheless, if a series of 
years be taken and compared together in the two reports average 
results may be fairly eliminated. 

Comparing the table on p. 221, which shows that the general 
illegitimacy is about 6"5 per cent, upon the population, with the 
table printed hereunder, which gives the pauper illegitimacy at 
about 1*6 upon the population, it follows that the amount of illegiti- 
macy in all classes of society above the very lowest is about 4-9 per 
cent. 

It will be remembered that great alterations in the law regarding 
pauper bastardy took place in the years 1834 and 1844. In 1834, by 
the 4th and 5th Wm. IV., cap. 76, the power of proceeding against 
the putative father of a bastard child prior to its birth and charge- 
ability was abolished, and the guardians of the union or parish 
in which the child, when born, became chargeable, were authorized 
to obtain an order at the quarter sessions upon the putative father 
for reimbursement of the expenses of its relief, though such order 
was not to be obtained upon the uncorroborated testimony of the 

* Nevertheless, the physiological facts referred to in the note on p. 225, offers 
some explanation of the facts stated by M. Legoyt. If there be more male still- 
born among the children of primiparw, and the illegitimate children abound 
most in first pregnancies, it is easy to infer a preponderance of female illegitimate 
children over the ordinary proportion between the sexes at birth. 
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mother, who was also relieved from all penal consequences in regard 
to her conduct. A less costly and more frequent tribunal, namely, 
the petty sessions, was substituted by the Statute 2nd and 3rd Viet., 
cap. 85. But in 1844 an entirely new plan was introduced. The 
guardians and the parish officers were deprived of all power of inter- 
ference, and to the mother alone was given the right of obtaiaing for 
herself an order of justices to compel the putative father to pay a 
weekly contribution towards the maintenance of her child, whether 
she was relieved from the poor rates or not. 

The consequences which resulted from the alteration of the law 
by the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834, is shown by a table set 
out in the " Third Report of the Poor Law Commissioners," 
Appendix, p. 323, which exhibits the difference between the number 
of bastards chargeable at the time when the new law was introduced, 
and that which existed after the expiration of two years. The table 
contains the returns in the order of the counties, and points out the 
positions of those counties with reference to the bastardy, the 
population, and the pressure of the poor rate in them respectively. 

It will appear in a subsequent part of this paper, but it is here to 
be stated generally, that the total number for England and Wales of 
bastards chargeable in the year ending 25th March, 1835, was 71,298, 
while in the year ending 25th March, 1837, that is two years after- 
wards, the total number was 45,135. The reduction was 37 per cent. 
This is, doubtless, to be attributed greatly to the general improve- 
ment which then took place in the management of the relief to the 
poor. Of course, the bastards chargeable in 1837 were not all 
new-bom children, inasmuch as many of those chargeable in 1835 
continued to be so for some years afterwards. 

The progress of pauper illegitimacy was not so distinctly shown 
from 1837 to 1846 as could be desired. The Annual Eeports of the 
Poop Law Commissioners give returns of the paupers chargeable 
diudng the quarter of the year ending 25th March, from which the 
following table is framed, referring, however, to the out-door poor 
only: — 





Mnmber 




Noiuber 


Number 






of 


Yeats. 


of Illegitimate 
Chiloieu. 


of 






Unioia. 




the Mothers. 






S31 


1839 


6,291 


5,148 






^^ 


'40 


6.751 


6,376 






678 


'41 


6,900 


4,886 






584 


'42 


6,486 


4,941 






585 


'43 


7,210 


6,361 






_ 


'44 


7,907 


5,908 






._ 


'45 


6,741 


6,028 






"— 


'46 


6,660 


4,974 
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These reports do not supply any information as to the number of 
these classes of paupers maintained in the workhouses of the unions. 
But a Parliamentary Paper of the House of Commons, No. 115, of 
the year 1841, shows the number of female inmates and children in 
535 unions in the year 1840, from which it appears that the number 
of legitimate children was 36,895, of illegitimate 12,861 ; and the 
number of mothers of bastards was 5,156, and of other women 14,011. 
If these numbers be added to the out-door paupers above enumerated 
for 1840, the number of illegitimate children will be 19,612, that of 
the mothers will be 10,532. It must be noticed that the number of 
unions is not exactly even, there being four unions more in the list 
of in-door paupers above that of the out-door, so that probably the 
number of children may be stated as about 20,000, and that of their 
mothers at 11,000. 

The population of the 535 unions is given in the Parliamentary 
Paper as 10,709,155 ; and since the population in 1841 was very 
nearly 16,000,000, it is obvious that this computation as to the 
number of illegitimate paupers was very much below the full amount 
for the whole of England and "Wales. 

The numbers are here given for a quarter of a year, and therefore 
it will not be correct to compare these numbers witli those of 1835 
and 1837 above-stated, without making allowance for the difference 
in the period of the calculation. It will be seen, however, by the 
table itself, that there was a diminution in the numbers from the 
year 1839 to 1846, since the 531 unions of the former year show 
5,148 mothers against 4,974 in the 585 unions of the latter year ; 
and in the former there were 6,291 bastards to 6,660 in the latter, 
where there was, indeed, an excess, but not in proportion to the 
excess in the number of unions and tlie increase of the population 
during seven years. 

It will be remembered, that though the alteration in the system 
of the bastardy laws above referred to was made by the legislature 
in 1844, it did not come into effect until the subsequent year. 

Although, as noticed, there is no information as to the year 1847, 
a complete accoimt has been supplied of the progress, or it may be 
rather said the decline, of pauper bastardy by the returns of the 
Poor Law Board in their annual reports from 1849 to 1860, which 
enable us to obtain this table. See "Eleventh Annual Eeport, 
*' Poor Law Board," pp. 196, 198. 
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Number 

of 
Unions. 


Esti- 
mated. 
Popula- 
tion 
comprised 
therein 

MniLs. 


Total 
Paupers 
Eelieved. 


Illegitimate Children. 


Total 
niegiti- 

mate 
Children. 


Per- 
centage 

on 
Popu. 
hition. 


Per- 
centage 

on 
Number 

of 
Paupers. 


Mothers 
of 
Illegitimate 
Ciiildren 
Believed 
out of 
the Work- 
bouse. 


years. 


Of Nou- 
able- 
bodied 
Work- 
house 
Inmates. 


Of Able- 
bodied 
Work- 
house 

Inmates. 


Out- 
door 
Paupers. 


Jan., 1849 


587 
587 


14,760, 
14,850, 


934,128 
836,300 


1,116 
937 


8,159 
6,805 


7,753 
6,897 


17,028 
14,639 


•12 
•10 


1^8 
1^8 


5,247 
4,421 


Jan., 1850 
July, „ 


590 
593 


14,947, 
15,195, 


882,711 
798,290 


965 
913 


7,8/7 
6,354 


7,055 
6,152 


15,897 
13,419 


•11 

•09 


1^8 
1^7 


4,508 
3,920 


Jan., 1851 
July, „ 


595 
597 


15,382, 
15,474, 


831,430 
785,759 


1,087 
950 


7,470 
6,333 


5,862 
5,536 


14,419 
12,819 


•09 

■08 


1^7 
1^6 


3,703 
3,518 


Jan., 1852 

July, ., 


597 
597 


15,567, 
15,668, 


803,875 
766,757 


981 
960 


7,349 
6,355 


.5,478 
4,994 


13,808 
12,309 


•09 
•08 


1^7 
1^6 


3,453 
3,133 


Jan., 1853 
July, „ 


598 
611 


15,790, 
16,325, 


768,516 
733,518 


989 
989 


7,251 
5,856 


4,501 
4,274 


12,741 
11,119 


•08 
•07 


1-7 
15 


2,894 
2,640 


Jan., 1854 
July, „ 


614 
619 


16,526, 
16,901, 


807,735 
790,107 


1,122 
1,021 


7,929 
7,207 


4,410 
4,477 


13,461 
12,705 


•08 
•08 


\-1 
1^6 


2,811 
2,912 


Jan., 1855 
July, „ 


620 
623 


17,019, 
17,245, 


841,636 
812,070 


1,100 
1,047 


8,435 
7,123 


4,993 
4,910 


14,528 
13,080 


•09 
•08 


1-7 
V6 


3,069 
3,097 


Jan., 1856 
July, „ 


624 
624 


17,455, 
17,560, 


877,767 
796,582 


1,136 
1,034 


8,927 
6,715 


5,310 
4,576 


15,373 
12,325 


•09 
•07 


1^8 
1^5 


3,281 
2,890 


Jan., 1857 
July, „ 


624 
628 


17,665, 
17,930, 


843,806 
790,059 


1,169 
920 


8,596 
6,383 


4,632 
4,458 


14,397 
11,701 


•08 
■07 


\-1 


2,8G0 
2,748 


Jan., 1858 
July. » 


629 
629 


18,075, 
18,225, 


908,186 
794,190 


1,082 
931 


8,263 
6,229 


5,072 
4,288 


14,417 

11,448 


•08 
•06 


1^6 
14 


3,124 
2,571 


Jan. 1859* 


629 


18,375, 


831,684 


1,050 


7,306 


3,997 


12,353 


•07 


1^5 


2,478 



* Since this paper was read, I have obtained this return for 1st January, 1861. Number of 
unions the same ; total paupers, 851,689 ; illegitimate children, in-door, 9,143 ; out-door, 3,487; 
total, 12,630. Mothers, out-door, 2,221. Percentage of illegitimate, on number of paupers, 
148.— W. G. L. 



It is, doubtless, known that the Poor Law Commissioners estab- 
lished in 1847 a mode of determining the correct pauper census in 
every year by causing all those in receipt of relief to be numbered ou 
two fixed days in every year. This system was established in a certain 
number of unions and parishes in that year, and has been since 
extended to others. Hence, in the above table, the returns in the 
first instance apply to 587 unions, comprising a population of nearly 
15 millions, while the last returns apply to 629 unions, including the 
estimated population of JSJ millions ; the total estimated population 
of England and "Wales for the year 1858 being 193 millions. 
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The system came into operation during 1848, and therefore the 
first return is given for 1st January, 1849. The days selected for 
the census are tte 1st January and the 1st July ; and it will be seen 
that the numbers are always less in July than in January, but this 
is in accordance with the general rule as to the pressure of 
pauperism. 

Though there is some fluctuation in the numbers during the 
period of ten years described in that table, which coincides with the 
fluctuation of the general pauperism of the country, there is, never- 
theless, a steady decline from '12 to '07 per cent, on the population, 
and from 1-8 to 1*5 on the total number of the paupers relieved in 
the parts of the country to which this table applies. 

It will be observed that the children are classed as in-door and 
out-door, and the former are divided into the children of non-able- 
bodied adults and of able-bodied adults. The reduction in the 
numbers of in-door illegitimate children is not very great, because 
that number is generally determined by the capacity of the work- 
houses. In a large part of the kingdom the unmarried mothers of 
illegitimate children can only be relieved in the workhouse. Conse- 
quently, in the unions where that regulation prevails those women 
and their ofispring are congregated principally in the workhouse. 
Nevertheless, even as regards this class, there is a very considerable 
reduction, namely, from 9,275 in 1849, to 8,356 in 1859, — a 
reduction of nearly 1,000. But as regards the out-door poor of 
this class the reduction is very much larger. The number of 
illegitimate out-door children relieved with their mothers has fallen 
from 7,753 in 1849, to 3,997 in 1859,— a reduction to the extent of 
3,756 children ; while the mothers of such children relieved out of 
the workhouse in 1849 was 5,247, but in 1859 only 2,478, — much 
less than one-half. 

It is to be remembered also that this comparison is made, not 
with the same number of unions, but with an iucreased number 
against the smaller, so that the actual reduction, if the complete 
comparison could have been made, would have been greater. 

It is fair to consider that this great reduction is to be attributed 
to the general rules established since the passing of the Poor Law 
Amendment Act in the great part of country which, by restricting 
relief to the mothers of illegitimate children to the workhouse, 
operates to check their submission to the illicit intercourse which 
now brings not a shame nor a penalty in the shape of a punish- 
ment, but most irksome restrictions if they seek relief from the 
poor rate. While the ready mode of obtaining a contribution 
from the father of the child for its maiatenance now established, 
not only keeps the mother and child from the pauper-roll, but 
tends to control the indulgence in the fathers of passions which 

TOL. XXT. PAET II. S 
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lead to these consequences. It will not fail to be noticed, that 
though the pauper bastardy has largely decreased, the proportion 
of the general bastardy has not increased. 

It is here, perhaps, not uninteresting to examine the state of pauper 
bastardy in the different counties, as the general bastardy therein 
has been already shown. Prom the Eeports of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners are obtained the number of affiliations immediately before 
and shortly after the Poor Law Amendment Act, and the number of 
orders in bastardy made under tlje statute of 1844 during the year 
1857, are obtained from the Parliamentary Paper, No. 55, of 1861. 

The following are the results : — 



Comities. 



Bedford 

Berks 

Buckingham 

Cambridge 

Chester 

Cornwall 

Cumberland 

Derby 

Devon 

Dorset 

Durham 

Essex 

Gloucester 

Hereford 

Hertford 

Huntingdon 

Kent 

Lancaster 

Leicester 

Lincoln 

Middlesex 

Monmouth 

Norfolk 

Northampton 

Northumberland 

Nottingham 

Oxford 

Rutland 

Salop 

Somerset 

Southampton 

Stafford 

Suffolk 

Surrey 

Sussex 



Number 
of Bastards 

Affiliated in tlie 

Year ended 
Marcli 25, 1836. 



83 

89 

96 

230 

329 

365 
113 

204 
453 
311 

163 
198 
337 
235 
45 

66 

216 

1,206 

136 

451 

318 
60 
537 
325 
164 

168 
171 
26 
345 
575 

135 
274 
311 
263 
164 



Number 
of BastJirds 

Affiliated in the 
Year ended 

Marcli 26, lo37. 



24 
4 

35 
122 
169 

226 

54 

78 

156 

126 

164 
106 

77 
128 

21 

13 

41 
151 
103 
286 

85 

45 

191 

118 

54 

42 

64 

14 

106 

183 

48 
57 
119 
23 
10 



Number of 

Orders in 

Bastardy, made 

in the 

Year 1857. 



78 
56 
77 
62 
334 

43 

222 

168 

85 

39 

326 

105 

92 

43 

20 

26 

137 

1,040 

65 

299 

344 

83 
190 

64 
192 

190 

71 

7 

71 
75 

84 

270 

126 

154 

No return 



Population 



1841. 



107,936 
164,147 
155,983 
164,459 
395,660 

341,279 
178,038 
272,217 
533,460 
175,043 

324,284 
344,979 
431,383 
113,878 
157,207 

58,549 

548,337 

1,677,054 

215,867 

362,602 

1,576,636 
134,335 
412,664 
199,228 
250,278 

249,910 
161,643 
21,302 
239,048 
435,982 

355,004 
510,504 
315,073 
582,678 
299,753 
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Counties. 


Number 
of Bastards 

Affiliated in the 
Year erjded 

March 36, 18S5, 


Number 
of Bastards 

Affiliated in the 
Year ended 

March 26, 1837. 


Number of 

Orders in 

Bastardy made 

in the 

Year 1857. 


Population 

in 

18«. 


Warwick 


305 
69 
356 
127 
233 

235 
757 


68 
16 
45 
23 

98 

91 
269 


84 

64 

71 

150 

146 

155 
1,089 


401,715 




56,454 


Wilts 


258,733 


Worcester 


233,336 


York, East Riding .... 

York, North Riding..., 
„ West 


233,257 

204,122 
264,734 


Total of England .... 
Total of Wales 


11,244 
1,137 


3,862 
546 


6,997 
648 


14,995,138* 
911,608 




12,381 


4,408 


7,645 


15,906,741 



* The population of the several counties in 1851 is shown in a table which is 
printed on the next page. 

It appears, that thougli the orders in bastardy which, however, 
oftentimes prevent dependance on the poor rates, in general had thus 
largely increased over the orders of afiBliation in 1837, they are still 
very far below the orders obtained in 1834, though the population 
has been greatly extended. 

Some observations occur upon this table. The county of Here- 
ford is remarked throughout this paper for its high rate of illegiti- 
macy, yet the number of orders in bastardy in 1857 are very small. 
The same is the case with Salop, whereas Cumberland, Northumber- 
land, Nottinghamshire, and Westmoreland, and the North Eiding, 
where the illegitimacy has been shown to be high, there is a 
corresponding increase in the number of orders of bastardy. 
Norfolk and Suffolk are in this respect neajrly stationary. 



It is now proposed to distribute the pauper bastardy among the 
labouring classes by means of the tables of industrial statistics sup- 
plied by the Poor Law in their " Tenth Annual Report," Appendix. 

In those tables are shown the registration divisions of the 
country, and the proportions of the different classes of the labour- 
ing population, as derived from the census of 1851, and by carrying 
out against those divisions the numbers of illegitimate paupers 
relieved in the different unions on the 1st July, 1858, the percentage 
in the several unions of this pauperism is obtained, together with 
the proportions of the several classes of the labouring poor. 

This is the table ;— 

s2 
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Begistration Divisions 

and 

Union Counties. 



Population, 
1851. 



lifDusTRiAL Statistics. 

Ratio per Cent. 

of Persons Aged 120 Year^and 

upwards, occupied in 



Meclmnical 

Arts, 

Trade, and 

Domestic 

Service. 



Agri- 
culture. 



Manu- 
fac- 
tures. 



Mining 

and 
Mineral 
Works. 



In-dooe Pooe. 

Illegitimate 
Children under 16 



Of Able- 
bodied 
Inmates. 



Of not 
Able- 
bodied 
Inmates. 



The Metropolis 

Middlesex (part) 

Surrey ,, 

Kent „ 

Total 

South-Eastern. 

Surrey (part) 

Kent „ 

Sussex 

Southampton 

Berks 

Total 

South Midland. 

Middlesex (part) 

Hertford , 

Buckingham 

Oxford 

Northampton 

Huntingdon 

Bedford 

Cambridge 

Total 

Eastern. 

Essex 

Suffolk 

Norfolk 

Total 

South-Western, 

Wilts 

Dorset 

Devon 

Cornwall 

Somerset 

Total 

West Midland. 

Gloucester 

Hereford 

Salop 

Stafford 

Worcester 

Warwick 

Total 



974,277 
482,435 
134.200 



1,590,912 



194,278 
484,297 
248,690 
349,339 
199,106 



1,475,710 



150,606 
173,953 
143,492 
169,823 
210,489 
60,319 
129,668 
191,800 



1,230,150 



344,077 
335,780 
365,199 



1,045,056 



231,538 
177,057 
570,446 
355,392 
456,136 



1,790,569 



419,492 
98,917 
226,231 
629,329 
257,144 
442,267 



2,073,380 



47-9 
45-6 
35-8 



10 
1-6 

2-8 



7-8 
60 
2-7 



3-5 
3-4 
31 



246 

168 

31 



46-3 



1-3 



6-8 



3-4 



445 



32-5 
29-7 
26-1 
30-1 
28-9 



20-5 
19-9 
28-8 
17-7 
26-7 



2-6 
2-7 
2-0 
2-5 
2-7 



2-4 

2-2 
3-0 
2-2 
2-3 



103 
246 
200 
215 
109 



29-5 



21-8 



2-5 



2-4 



873 



35-5 
26-6 
23-6 
28-8 
31-4 
23-7 
27-3 
25-4 



15-1 
25-9 
26-6 
26-7 
24-3 
30-8 
26-9 
29-7 



2-5 
8-4 

15-3 
4-0 
7-5 
3-2 

15-7 
1-6 



3-2 
2-3 
2-0 
2-7 
2-3 
2-9 
2-0 
2-3 



50 
99 
76 
83 
102 
27 
38 
75 



28-; 



25-4 



71 



2-4 



550 



26-3 
26-0 
26-0 



26-9 
28-6 
29-2 



3-9 
3-5 
2-4 



2-0 
2-3 

2-4 



194 
189 
265 



26-1 



28-3 



3-3 



2-3 



648 



19-4 
28-1 
310 
23-5 
32-4 



31-2 
251 
22-2 
20-2 
22-6 



71 
4-6 
4-8 
1-7 
50 



2-2 
3-4 
30 
15-5 
4-3 



198 
124 
288 
171 
229 



28-5 



23-4 



4-6 



5-6 



1,010 



35-7 
26-3 
23-3 
23-5 
29-5 
32-5 



15-5 
33-2 
28-0 
11-1 
161 
11-3 



6-0 
2-4 
2-0 
2-9 
4-5 
9-7 



3-6 

2-5 

8-5 

23-1 

13-9 

11-5 



195 

45 

126 

165 

96 

116 



28-9 



15-6 



5-2 



12-7 



743 



90 
42 



132 



12 

44 

13 

26 

9 



104 



3 
7 
6 

10 

21 

2 

6 

1 



56 



12 
11 

8 



31 



1 
21 
46 
34 
53 



155 



35 
5 

11 

32 
9 

10 



102 
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Percentage 








Out-door 


Total 


Mothers 


of 






Population, 


Poor, 


Number 


of 


Total Pauper 


K«gistration Divisions 








of 


Ont-door 


Illegitimate 


and 




1861. 


Illegitimate 


Illegitimate 


Illegitimate 


Children 


Union Counties. 






Children. 


Children. 


ChUdren. 


to 
Population. 
















The Metropolis. 




974,277 


349 


685 


165 


■07 


Middlesex (part) 




482,435 


175 


384 


71 


•08 


Surrey „ 




134,200 


103 


134 


64 


•10 


Kent „ 




1,590,912 


627 


1,203 


300 


•08 


Total 














South-Eastern. 




194,278 


7 


122 


3 


•06 


Surrey (part) 




484,297 


22 


312 


13 


•07 


Kent „ 




248,690 


17 


230 


18 


•09 


Sussex 




349,339 


138 


379 


77 


•11 


Southampton 




199,106 


9 


127 


8 


•06 


Berks 




1,475,710 


193 


1,170 


119 


•08 


Total 














South Midland. 




150,606 


1 


54 


1 


•04 


Middlesex (part) 




173,953 


7 


113 


6 


•06 


Hertford 




143,492 


23 


105 


18 


•07 


Buckingham 




169,823 


22 


115 


13 


•07 


Oxford 




210,489 


17 


140 


15 


•07 


Northampton 




60,319 


3 


32 


2 


•05 


Huntingdon 




129,668 


6 


50 


6 


•04 


Bedford 




191,800 


33 


129 


19 


•07 


Cambridge 




1,230,150 


112 


738 


80 


•06 


Total 














Eastern. 




344,077 


19 


225 


12 


•07 


Essex 




335,780 


40 


240 


29 


•07 


Suafolk 




365,199 


131 


404 


85 


•11 


Norfolk 




1,045,056 


190 


869 


126 


•08 


Total 














South-Wbstern. 




231,538 


47 


246 


32 


•11 


Wilts 




177,057 


17 


162 


12 


•09 


Dorset 




570,446 


155 


489 


128 


•09 


Devon 




355,392 


19 


224 


12 


•06 


Cornwall 




456,136 


52 


334 


41 


•07 


Somerset 




1,790,569 


290 


1,455 


225 


•08 


Total 














West Midland. 




419,492 


72 


302 


35 


•07 


Gloucester 




98,917 


14 


64 


5 


•06 


Hereford 




226,231 


55 


191 


25 


•08 


Salop 




629,329 


23 


220 


19 


•03 


Stafford 




257,144 


27 


132 


14 


•05 


Worcester 




442,267 


19 


145 


12 


•03 


Warwick 




2,073,380 


210 


1,054 


110 


•05 


Total 
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Begistration Divisions 

and 

Union Counties. 



North Mint and, 

Leicester 

Rutland 

Lincoln 

Nottingham 

Derby 

Total 

North -Western, 

Chester 

Lancaster 

Total 

York. 

West Riding 

East , 

North „ 

Total 

Northern. 

Durham 

Northumberland 

Cumberland 

Westmoreland 

Total 

Welsh. 

Monmouth 

South Wales 

North „ 

Total 

Totals of Unions, l 
&c., in England \ 
and Wales J 



Population, 
1851. 



234,164 
24,214 
397,637 
293,331 
259,965 



1,209,311 



420,074 
2,055,781 



2,475,855 



1,162,572 
250,779 
187,728 



1,601,079 



411,538 

303,489 

195,210 

58,387 



968,624 



177,130 
607,111 
383,962 



1,168,203 



16,628,849 



Imdusteial Statistics. 

Ratio pei Cent. 

of Persons .4ged 20 Years and 

upwards, occupied in 



Mechanical 

Arts, 

Trade, and 

Domestic 

Service. 



42-3 
25-2 
26-0 
36-7 
26-0 



31-8 



27-6 
30-2 



29-8 



23-0 
34-5 

27-2 



25-4 



27-3 
30-3 
25-2 
24-9 



27-7 



22-0 
22-2 
21-0 



21-8 



29-9 



Agri- 
culture. 



17-9 
30-8 
30-6 
16-7 
16-7 



21-7 



16-0 
6-7 



8-3 



10-3 
18-5 
31-5 



14-2 



9-6 
150 
25-6 
33-5 



16-1 



14-9 
24-7 
31-7 



25-5 



17-0 



Manu- 
fac- 
tures. 



4-4 
1-8 
1-5 
9-5 
12-3 



6-4 



160 
22-6 



21-5 



23-1 
40 
2-3 



17-5 



2-8 
2-8 
8-1 
7-6 



4-2 



1-8 
2-1 
3-3 



2-5 



8-5 



Mining, 

and 
Mineral 
Works. 



3-7 
3-1 
3-5 
5-0 
10-2 



5-3 



4-4 

5-5 



5-4 



8-8 
3-1 
44 



7-3 



17-6 

10-7 

71 

3-2 



12-4 



20-7 

12-4 

9-0 



12-5 



6-5 



In-dooe Pock. 

Illegitimate 
Children under 16. 



Of Able- 
bodied 
Inmates, 



Of not 
Able- 
bodied 
Inmates, 



109 

22 

180 

87 
28 



426 



120 
364 



484 



185 
97 
82 



364 



48 

78 

118 

51 



295 



48 
188 
155 



6 
1 

27 
26 
52 



112 



10 

92 



102 



40 

7 
12 



59 



12 
11 
11 



34 



13 
23 



391 



6,229 



44 



931 



The summary exhibits this result : — 

In one division the percentage of illegitimacy is "04 

» two „ „ -05 

„ three „ ,, '06 

» four „ „ -08 

And in one division (Wales) ,, "12 

In this table the Metropolis, which as was shown above is low in 
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Population, 
1851. 


Out-door 

Poor, 

Illegitimate 

Children. 


Total 

Numter 

of 

Illegitimate 

Children. 


Mothers 

of 

Out-door 

Illegitimate 

Children. 


Percentage 

of 

Total Pauper 

Illegitimate 

Children 

to 
Poptilation. 


Registration Divisions 

and 

Union Counties. 




234,164 
24,214 
397,637 
293,331 
259,965 


20 
1 
14 
22 
18 


135 

24 

221 

135 

98 


14 

1 

11 

15 
5 


•06 
•10 
•06 
•05 
•04 


North Midland. 

Leicester 

Rutland 

Lincoln 

Nottingham 

Derby 




1,209,311 


75 


614 


46 


•05 


Total 




420,074 
2,055,781 


39 
814 


169 
1,270 


22 
420 


•04 
•06 


North-Western. 

Chester 

Lancaster 




2,475,855 


853 


1,439 


442 


•06 


Total 




1,162,572 
250,779 

187,728 


464 

7 

29 


689 
111 
123 


263 
3 

17 


•06 
•04 
•07 


York. 
West Riding 
East ,, 
North „ 




1,601,079 


500 


923 


283 


•06 


Total 




411,538 
303,489 

195,210 
58,387 


30 

214 

19 

15 


90 
103 
148 

66 


18 

129 

16 

8 


•02 
•03 
•08 
•11 


Northern. 
Durham 
Northumberland 
Cumberland 
Westmoreland 




968,624 


278 


407 


171 


•04 


Total 




177,130 
607,111 
383,962 


23 
361 
576 


84 
572 
739 


17 
261 
391 


•05 
•09 
•19 


Welsh. 
Monmouth 
South Wales 
North „ 




1,168,203 


960 


1,395 


669 


•12 


Total 




16,628,849 


4,288 


11,448 


2,571 


•07 


("Totals of Unions, 
\ See, in England 
L and Wales 



the general scale of illegitimacy, is high as regards the pauper 
illegitimacy. But in this diTision the class of persons engaged in 
mechanical arts, trade, and domestic service, greatly predominate. 

The mining counties of Durham and Northumberland, which form 
part of the Northern Division with those of Cumberland and "West- 
moreland, so remarkable for their high rate of illegitimacy, bring the 
general average of the division down to the lowest figure. A similar 
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effect is produced in the South-Western Division by the insertion of 
the county of Cornwall, and in the West Midland Division by the 
counties of Stafford, Worcester, and Warwick. 

The Welsh Division is peculiar. It is made up of the county of 
Monmouth, where the illegitimacy is very low in consequence of the 
large amount of the mining population and of the two Divisions of 
Wales, North and South. In the latter, where there is a large 
amount of mining popiilation, the average of illegitimacy would be 
moderate; but in North Wales, where the agricultural labourers 
abound, the ratio is very high, namely, 19 per cent. ; and thus the 
whole registration division ranges so far above all the others. 

As a general rule, it will be seen that in those counties where 
the proportion of agricultural labourers is high the rate of illegiti- 
macy is same, and such is the ease as regards domestic servants, 
though they are mixed up with the mechanical and trading labourers 
and artisans, which is altogether a very comprehensive class. 

VII. — Of Illegithnacy in Scotland. 

The condition of Scotland, with reference to the subject of this 
paper, is greatly elucidated by the general registration established 
by the Statute 17 and 18 Vict., cap. 80. 

In vol. xiv of the Journal of this Society is a valuable paper 
compiled by Dr. Stark, upon the Vital Statistics of Scotland, and his 
fifth division relates to lirtJis. As his paper was composed in 1850, 
the data upon which he formed his conclusions are isolated and 
scanty. He begins by remarkiug, that " the state of the registers of 
" births in Scotland is a disgrace to any country." See p. 67. He 
then continues : — 

" The only use which I found could be made of the registers of 
" births was to ascertain the proportion of illegitimate children ; and 
" as the result is curious in itself, and is the only fact of the kind 
" extant relative to Scotland, it seems worthy of being put on 
" record. 

" In seventy-nine parishes there were among the members of the 
" Established Church 4,305 births, and of these 328 were illegitimate, 
" being in the proportion of 1 illegitimate birth in every 13'12 
" births," or 7*8 per cent. 

It appears now that the number of births in Scotland are about 
100,000 ■ annually, therefore, the number which came under the 
scrutiny of Dr. Stark was a very small proportion of the whole of the 
births in Scotland. Moreover, it does not appear from what parts of 
Scotland he derived his information. 

The Registrar- General of births, deaths, and marriages in 
Scotland has presented to Parliament returns which give a less 
favourable result than that above detailed by the learned author. 
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From those returns, and from tlie first and second complete registra- 
tion reports, the following table is compiled. It shows the births 
of illegitimate children as distinguished from the legitimate for the 
years 1856 and 1859 as follows : — 



Scotland. 



DivisioM. 

Northern 

North-Western . 
North-Eastern . 
East Midland . 
West Midland . 
South- Western . 
South-Eastern . 
Southern 



Counties, 
Northern. 

Shetland 

Orkney 

Caithness 

Sutherland 



N.-Western. 
Ross and Cro- T 

marty / 

Inverness 



North-Eastern. 

Nairn 

Elgin (or Moray) 

Banff 

Aberdeen 

Kincardine 



East Midland. 

Forfar 

Perth 

Fife 

Kinross 

Clackmannan 



West Midland. 

Stirling 

Dumbarton 

Argyll 

Bute 



Population. 



1851. 



2,888,742 



127,035 
174,735 
348,366 
514,907 
243,506 
881,092 
383,217 
215,884 



31,078 
31,455 
39,782 
24,720 



83,781 
90,954 



8,076 

40,862 

51,023 

213,466 

34,939 



193,632 

136,305 

153,789 

9,626 

21,555 



84,861 
46,995 
95,042 
16,608 



1861. 



3,001,329 



130,518 
167,180 
366,007 
523,419 
242,118 
1,008,080 
409,024 
214,083 



31,678 
32,416 
42,304 
24,120 



82,301 

84,879 



8,349 

44,215 

56,040 

223,154 

34,849 



206,983 

132,780 

154,806 

8,729 

20,121 



88,273 
54,191 
83,776 
16,188 



Acreage. 



20,047,402 



2,651,769 
4,730,867 
2,429,594 
2,784,119 
2,078,220 
1,431,875 
1,210,788 
2,121,221 



\ 988,873 

455,708 
1,207,188 



2,016,375 
2,733,501 



137,500 
340,000 
437,219 
1,2G0,G25 
252,250 



586,730 

1,814,063 

322,031 

49,531 

29,744 



295,875 

189,844 

2.083,126 

109,375 



1856. 



Total 
Births. 



101,821 



3,4!>5 

4,505 
11,405 
16,802 

7, .542 
.38,557 
12,925 

0,630 



{? 



825 
7 

1,258 
584 



2,205 
2,240 



236 
1,318 
1,815 
7,049 

987 



6,984 

3,729 

5,174 

239 

676 



2,995 

1,815 

2,325 

407 



Illegiti- 
mate 
Births. 



8,695 



183 

249 
1,622 
1,502 

551 
2,074 
1,025 

826 



34 
38 
96 
15 



163 



15 

151 

257 

1,072 

127 



739 

398 

342 

23 

60 



236 

130 

163 

25 



Per- 
ccutiige 

of 
Illcjliti- 

niate 
Births. 



5-2 
5-3 

14-2 
9'2 
7-3 
0-9 
7-9 

12-4 



4-0 
4-8 
7-6 
2-5 



3-7 
7-2 



6-3 
11-4 
14-1 
15-2 
12-8 



10-5 

10-6 

6-8 

9-6 



7-8 
7-1 
7-0 
6-1 



1859. 



Total 
Births. 



106,732 



3,462 

4,783 
12,087 
17,181 

8,179 
40,479 
13,767 

6,794 



847 

785 

1,251 

579 



2,383 
2,400 



241 
1,465 
1,910 
7,424 
1,047 



7,261 

3,771 

5,157 

269 

723 



3,459 

1,947 

2,338 

435 



Illegiti- 
mate 
Births. 



9,606 



190 

279 
1,824 
1,095 

593 
2,939 
1,181 

905 



41 
26 
99 
24 



96 
183 



24 

181 

316 

1,175 

128 



791 
395 
394 

38 

77 



255 

154 

149 

35 
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Population. 


Acreage. 


1856. 


1859. 




1851. 


1861. 


Total 
Births. 


Illegiti- 
mate 
Births. 


Per- 
centage 

of 
Illegiti- 
mate 
Births. 


Total 
Births. 


Illegiti- 
mate 
Births. 


Per- 
cettage 

of 
lUegiti. 

mate 
Biitks. 


S.- Western. 
Renfrew 


157,950 
189,973 
533,169 

30,590 
259,493 
36,363 
36,165 
10,804 
9,802 

51,225 
78,167 
43,103 
43,389 


168,593 
199,051 
640,436 

39,245 
273,965 
37,015 
36,489 
11,300 
10,410 

53,712 
79,503 
38,830 
42,068 


150,000 
650,155 
631,719 

64,375 
254,300 
185,937 
309,375 
226,488 
170,313 

460,938 
722,813 
610,734 
326,736 


6,281 

7,323 

24,953 

1,314 
8,638 
1,250 
1,047 
337 
339 

1,658 
2,487 
1,117 
1,368 


399 

645 

1,630 

104 

637 

118 

94 

37 

35 

162 
338 
141 
185 


6-3 

8-8 
6-5 

7-9 
7-3 
9-4 
8-9 
10-9 
10-3 

9-7 
13-5 
12-6 
13-5 


6.538 

7,981 

25,960 

1,603 
9,036 
1,264 
1,122 
368 
374 

1,641 
2-450 
1-417 
1-286 


442 

672 

1,825 

130 
754 
111 
101 
38 
47 

178 
334 
193 

200 


6-8 


Ayr 


8-4 


Lanark 

Sodth-Eastern. 

Linlithgow 

Edinburgh 


7-0 

8-1 
8-3 


Haddington 

Berwick 


8-8 
9-0 


Peebles 


10-3 


Selkirk 


12-6 


Southern. 

Roxburgh 

Dumfries 

Kirkcudbright .... 
Wigtown 


10-8 
13-6 
13-6 
15-6 







The total births for 1858 were 104,195 ; of this 9,260 were illegi- 
timate, so that the percentage of illegitimacy was S'S. 

The above table shows, that in 1859 it was 9 0. In 1860 the 
total births were 105,704, the illegitimate 9,631, percentage of 
illegitimacy 9-1. According to the return lately published by the 
Eegistrar-General for 1861 the total births were 107,636, of these 
9,856 were illegitimate, and the percentage was 9-2. 

Hence we have this result — 



1856 8-5 

'58 8-8 

'59 9-0 



1860 



'61 



9-1 



9-2 



During the last session of Parliament the Eegistrar-General of 
Scotland presented his first detailed report for the year 1855. It 
contains the report made to him by Dr. Stark, now the Deputy- 
Eegistrar for Scotland, and a considerable portion of that very able 
document is devoted to the subject of illegitimacy in Scotland. The 
second report, namely that for the year 1856, has been presented in 
this session, and contains another report of the like character. 

In these reports Dr Stark divides the population into three 
classes, insular, mainland, and town. The first term applies to those 
who reside in the islands of Scotland, the second to those who reside 
in the rural districts of the mainland, including the smaller towns 
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with less than 10,000 inhabitants ; and the third to those who reside 
in the larger towns and districts connected therewith. 

Dealing with the years 1855-56, the population is thus esti- 
mated : — 



Insular 

Mainland , 
Town 

Total 



1855. 



166,487 
1,764,378 
1,075,093 



3,005,958 



1856. 



163,533 
1,739,195 
1,072,307 



2,975,035 



The births are ascertained to have been for 1855 — 





Total Births. 


Illegitimate 
Births. 


Percentage of 

Births to 

Population. 


Percentage 

of Illegitimate 

to 

Total Births. 




3,733 
53,347 
36,269 


162 
4,589 
2,606 


2-24 
3-02 
3-37 


4-3 




8-6 


Town 


7-1 






Total 


93,349 


7,357 


310 


7-8 







Por 1856— 





Total Births. 


Illegitimate 
Births. 


Percentage of 

Births to 

Population. 


Percentage 
of Illegitimate 

to 
Total Births. 




4,320 
56,705 
40,796 


240 
5,375 
3,082 


2-64 
3-26 
3-80 


5-5 


Mainland 


9-4 


Town 


7-5 






Total 


101,821 


8,695 


3-42 


8-5 







It has been shown above that in the later years the rate of illegi- 
timacy has been greater than appears by these tables, and, therefore, 
as Dr. Stark himself remarks, many illegitimate births escaped 
registration during the commencement of that measure. 

However, dealing with the figures as supplied, he remarks in the 
first report, that " the proportion of illegitimate births in the several 
" counties varied very much, for while those included in the Northern 
*' and North-Western Divisions of Scotland only furnished 4*6 per 
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" cent of the births as illegitimate, the proportion of illegitimate 
" births was 11'9 per cent, in the counties included in the Southern 
" Division, and 13 per cent, in those included in the North-Eastern 
" Division." These proportions are lower than those shown by the 
tables for 1859. 

It being admitted that the proportion of illegitimate births is 
very high, it is stated that much crude theory has been started in 
the endeavour to account for the fact, though Dr. Stark observes, 
" that as yet we seem to be as far as ever from the solution of the 
" problem ; and this, probably, in a great measure from the circum- 
" cumstance that we have only got at one of the numerous facts 
" which bear on the case." He then proceeds to endeavour to 
collect others. 

His first important fact is, that in Scotland the illegitimate births 
are almost solely confined to the labouring classes, the mothers 
consisting chiefly of women employed in farm or agricultural labour, 
of factory girls, domestic servants, and persons engaged in needle- 
work. 

He remarks upon the greater tendency to illegitimacy in the 
North-Eastern and Southern Divisions than in the manufacturing and 
mining counties constituting the South-Western Division, and this 
remark is reiterated in the Second Eeport. 

To some extent this distinction prevails in England. 

He notices that few or no illegitimate births occur among the 
fishing villages, a fact which is scarcely corroborated by the English 
returns. 

But this is a remarkable result of his investigation, that " the 
" counties which show the highest proportion of illegitimate births 
" are the counties which are in the highest condition as to education ; 
" and on the other hand, the counties which produce the fewest 
" illegitimate births are those whose education is at the lowest ebb." 
He offers this explanation: "that while the counties in which 
" illegitimacy was at a low ebb abounded in improvident marriages 
" the superior educational acquirements, and consequent more 
" thoughtful habits engendered thereby, prevented these improvident 
" marriages in the counties where illegitimacy was high, but that 
" unfortunately the moral training had not been carried so far as to 
" enable them to master their natural passions." In the Second 
Eeport, the existence of this fact is again observed upon. 

He remarks in the first report, that " the same apparent close 
" connection is not observed in England to anything like the same 
" extent." But a reference to the tables above, prepared for the 
difierent counties of England, will tend to confirm the view expressed 
by the Registrar-General as to Scotland. 

He refers to the county of Lanark, where, as he says, only 65 
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per cent, of the births were illegitimate, but the marriages amounted 
to 85 in every 10,000. In this ill-educated county, then, there 
appeared to be scarcely any check on marriages ; it may therefore 
safely be inferred that improvident marriages were common, and the 
natural consequence was, that the proportion of illegitimate births was 
very small indeed. " From this it will be seen that we feel inclined 
" to attribute no small proportion of the illegitimacy to the inconti- 
" nence of youth, which in some counties finds its legitimate channel 
" in marriage, though it may be in improvident marriage, while in 
" others the prudential check operates so strongly that it results in 
" iUegifcimacy." 

This is corroborated, to a great extent, if the tables are referred 
to above, which show the state of illegitimacy in Lancashire, and the 
West Eiding of Yorkshire, and in Cornwall. 

Dr. Stark further elucidates this conclusion by referring to the 
rural population, in which he finds illegitimacy to be most common. 
Upon this point he remarks, that " it is not the large farms (which 
" are comparatively few in number), and where the labourers lodge 
" in bothies, but the small farms, which are laboured by the tenant! 
" themselves, or with the aid of one or two male or female assistants, 
" who sleep in the house or offices, and are treated in all respects as 
" one of themselves, which furnish the great proportion of illegiti- 
" mate births in the rural districts." 

It is probable that a minute investigation of the state of the rural 
population in the counties of England, where the illegitimate rate is 
highest, would go far to support this conclusion. 

Before quitting the subject. Dr. Stark observes, that " in the 
" country, at least, the great amount of illegitimacy is not properly 
" ascribed to vice." He explains this by showing " that the parents 
" of many of the illegitimate children are cohabiting as married 
" persons, are true to each other, and are rearing a family." 

Then why don't they marry ? It is suggested, by some regis- 
trars that if the parents, without trouble or expense, could register 
their marriages in some simple form, these cases of concubinage 
would cease. Other registrars advert to the high proclamation fees 
which induce parties to cohabit without going through the form of 
marriage rather than pay what they consider an exorbitant demand. 

These appear to be very insufficient explanations. 

" But," Dr. Stark adds, " the high proportion of illegitimacy is 
" attributed by others to tlie too easy law of marriage in Scotland, 
" especially in so far as regards the subsequent legitimation of the 
" child. They think that that law conduces to increase illegitimate 
" births, inasmuch as the woman knowing that the child which may 
" be bom will sustain no legal damage if she should succeed in 
" getting its father subsequently to marry her, yields herself too easy 
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" a prey to him, taking her chance that the birth of a child will 
" secure his consent to the marriage. For these, and other reasons, 
" certain parties have endeavoured to raise an agitation for an 
" alteration of our marriage laws ; and should such ever be done, it 
" is to be hoped that no changes will be rashly made till their whole 
" bearings on this important subject shall have been fuUy con- 
" sidered." 

In this hope every one will readily concur, so that no rash legis- 
lation may take place with reference to a system which affects so 
greatly the interests and feelings of society. But it may be per- 
mitted to introduce here the observations of Dr. Stark, from the 
volume already referred to. He observes, " I cannot but regard the 
" Scottish laws relative to legitimacy as both wise and just ; that the 
" subsequent marriage of the parents legitimizes all the children born 
" before marriage. I hold it to be one of the crying evils of the 
" English law that no amount of repentance of the parents, and no 
" subsequent marriage, can legitimate the offspring before the 
" marriage. Scotland is a standing proof that the allowing children 
" to be legitimized by the subsequent marriage of their parents is 
" not found to have any hurtful effects on the morals of the people ; 
" and as this is both an enlightened and a moral mode of reducing 
" the proportion of the illegitimate among the general population, I 
" hope the day is not far distant when we shall see our legislators 
" assimilate the English laws on this point to those of Scotland." 

This language is much stronger than that used by this expe- 
rienced statist after the exact knowledge which he has obtained of 
the actual state of his countrymen. 

So far as the disabilities which accompany- illegitimacy arise from 
the provisions of the law, they may certainly be removed by an 
alteration of that law, but it is impossible to make a legitimatized 
child the same in all respects as one legitimate when bom. The 
proportion of the births cannot be altered ; and when it is seen that 
the proportion of illegitimate births in England is only 6-5 per 
cent., which is a third less than what it is in Scotland, it is by no 
means certain that our legislators would feel themselves justified in 
adopting that law of Scotland so much praised by Dr. Stark, which 
our sturdy ancestors, in their ancient parliament, rejected with the 
emphatic indignation of national feeling. 

On the other hand, when the tables hereafter set forth, which 
show the illegitimacy of foreign countries are regarded with atten- 
tion, it will occur to many that where the law of legitimization by 
subsequent marriage prevails, the rate of illegitimacy is higher than 
in those countries which, for the most part, reject this law. 

It is certainly grateful to our feelings to allow all possible con- 
siderations to repentance and to reparation of injuries, but as a 
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matter of sound policy it seems to be better to remove all tempta- 
tions and palliative pretexts which excuse the commission of offences, 
and it is to be feared that the hope of a subsequent marriage, and 
the legal effect thereof upon the offspring may too often induce a 
woman to submit to that conduct which in its first consequences 
produces distress and shame. 

VIII. — Of Illegitimacy in Ireland. 

Of the state of illegitimacy in Ireland the author can give no 
account. He cannot find any authentic information of it, there being 
as yet no registration of births in that country ; and he believes that 
there has been no attempt to compare the baptismal registers in the 
Protestant churches and the Catholic chapels. Some information as 
to the mothers of illegitimate children relieved in the workhouses is to 
be found in the reports of the Irish Commissioners, but no statistical 
use can be made of it. 

IX. — Of Illegitimacy in Foreign Countries. 

It is now proposed to make some comparison between the illegi- 
timacy in this country with that in the other States of Europe as far 
as it has been practicable to the author of this paper. He has 
obtained the information which follows from the " Sixth Annual 
" Eeport" of the Eegistrar- General, from the Statistical Tables pre- 
sented to Parliament in 1857-61, parts iv, v, and vii, and from the 
" Annuaires de I'Economie Politique, et de la Statistique," par 
MM. Block et G-uillaumin. It is necessary to premise that these 
returns are open to some objections, as supplying accurate data for 
comparison. They are collected for different years, and some 
instances are only averages of years, in others they are aggregate 
for several years. It is not certain how they have been obtained 
returns, whether the births have been ascertained from registers of 
births or of baptisms, and some of the returns include stiU-births 
while others exclude them. 

However, with all this uncertainty as to the complete correctness 
of the returns, the following information may be properly laid before 
the Society : — 
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Year. 


Births. 


Percentage 

of 
Illegitimate 

to 
Total Births. 




Country. 


Legitimate. 


Dlegiti- 
ruate. 




Austria -I 


1842 
'51 


792,890 
1,251,551 


101,821 
120,800 


11-38 
8-96 


StiU-births included 
„ excluded 


Bavaria .... < 


1838-39 
'51-52 
'56-57 


118,456 
122,547 
124,006 


30,729 
32,930 
36,292 


20-598 ■) 
21-18 )■ 
22-64 J 


Still-births included 


Belgium ....< 


1842 
'50 
'55 
'59 


128,781 
120,107 
116,096 
138,701 


9,354 
11,309 

9,851 
11,115 


6-7721 
9-4 1 
7-7 f 
7-4 J 


Still-births excluded 


Denmark 


1835-39 


58,356 


6,020 


9-351 




Knland 


1857 


51,649 


3,831 


6-91 




Hanover .... ■ 


1842 
'55 


50,072 
49,969 


5,487 
5,485 


9-876 
9-89 




Holland ....{ 


1854 
'59 


100,113 
110,837 


4,131 
4,732 


3-96 \ 
4-09 / 


Still-births excluded 


Norway ...A 


1831-35 
•51 
'55 


169,252 
40,809 
44,855 


12,111 
4,090 
4,583 


6-678 

9-11 

9-27 




Prussia .... < 


1841 
'53 

'58 


549,376 
612,937 
668,574 


42,129 

47,185 
61,596 


7-122 
7-15 1 

8-44 ; 


StiU-births included 
„ excluded 


Sardinia 


1828-37 


1,427,019 


30,474 


2-091 




Saxony < 


1841 
'53 

'58 


59,582 
70,870 
75,716 


10,512 
11,261 
14,399 


14-9971 
13-71 \ 
15-98 J 


Still-born included 


Sweden .... • 


1831-35 
'51 
'55 


445,410 
100,459 
104,269 


31,289 
10,606 
10,803 


6-59 
9-55 
9-39 




Switzerland .... 


1850-51-52 


66,100 
Average 


3,900 
Average 


5-9 




Tuscany 


1853 


65,757 


3,965 


6- 




Wurtem- J 
burg \ 


1842 
'57 


66,597 
53,980 


8,859 
10,340 


11-74 
16-08 





Mr. Hendriks has lately supplied this Society with much valuable 
information regarding the Statistics of Spain, and in his memorandum, 
puMished at p. 476 of vol. xxiii, he gives these figures for the 
baptisms in Spain. 
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Males, legUimaie .. 
Females „ 

Males, illegitimate 
Females „ 



Total Number of Children. 



1858. 



266,221 
249,897 



516,118 

15,337 
14,703 



30,040 



546,158 



1859. 



271,962 
253,281 



525,243 

15,793 
15,287 



31,080 



556,323 



The proportions of illegitimate to the total number of hirths 
were 5'5 in 1858, and 5'6 in 1859. The total population of Spain in 
1857 was 15,464,340. These tables, therefore, show the result of the 
examination for the whole of that country exhibit a favourable view 
of the conduct of the inhabitants. But it must be observed, that 
here the tables are derived from the baptisms of the children ; and it 
has been already shown that the baptismal registers in this country 
gave very erroneous results. 

In the statistical returns for the island of Sicily, published by the 
" Direzione Centrale di Statistica por la Sicilia," an account is given 
for that island as follows, for the year 1856 : — Total births, 87,992 ; 
of these were illegitimate, 3,281 males and 3,306 females ; total 
6,587, or 7'37 per cent, of the whole. 

Dr. Schleisner, in his Essay on the Vital Statistics of Iceland, 
published in vol. xiv of the Journal of this Society, gives a return of 
the illegitimate births in that island. At p. 9 several tables are set 
forth, from which it appears that he ascertained the average number 
of births during the years 1838-47 to be annually 2,054, of these the 
average number of illegitimate births was 280, or the high rate of 14 
per cent. It must, however, be observed, that the numbers dealt with 
are but small. 

The condition of Sweden, in reference to this subject, has been 
fully detailed in Mr. Hendriks' paper upon the Statistics of that 
country, ante p. 132 where he shows that while in the two periods of 
observation, 1776-80 and 1780-85, the percentage of illegitimacy was 
only 3"11, in the last quinquennial period published, namely 1851-55, 
it had attained exactly three times that ratio, or 9'33 per cent. 

The state of Prussia, in reference to this subject, has been 
brought under the notice of the Society in the paper read by 
Sir P. Goldsmid, already referred to in vol. xxiii, p. 202, where, 
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however, the returns are only brought down to tbe year 1849. It is 
shown, in p. 206, that there was little variation in the proportions 
between legitimate and illegitimate births between the years 1816 
and 1849, in both of which years there was 1 illegitimate child born 
out of every 13 or 14, though in the interval there had been 
occasional variations. But it appears, by the tables presented above, 
that there is an increase in the ratio in the years from that time, as 
in 1858 the ratio is expressed 8-44 to 100, or about 1 in 12. 

The editor of the tables referred to in that paper, pointing out 
that in the kingdom of Prussia there are great differences between 
the different governmental divisions, remarks, that in those where 
the proportion of the illegitimate births is the least the laws do not 
give to the mothers of illegitimate children a legal remedy against 
the fathers, or at least do not facilitate proceedings for that purpose, 
as is done in other provinces. 

In England, the legal remedy conferred upon the mothers by the 
law of 1844, seems, according to the previous remarks in the present 
paper, to establish a different result. 

It is further shown, by the Prussian tables, that in towns " the 
" proportions are more unfavourable than in the country, where, at 
" least oftener than in town, the fault of illicit intercourse is 
" repaired, as far as may be, by subsequent marriage." 

In regard to France, this information is obtained from the 
Eegistrar- General's Eeport, the Statistical Tables above referred to, 
and the " Annuaires de 1' Economic Politique, et de la Statistique." 





Births. 


Percentage 

of Illegitimate to 

Total Biitlis. 




Legitimate. 


Illegitimate. 


1842 


912,968 
891,407 
838,147 
883,828 
869,819 
894,710 


69,928 
69,970 
64,189 
68,288 
70,890 
74,633 


7-II4 


'50 


7'S 


'55 


7-11 

7'17 


'56 


'67 


7-53 


'58 


7-8 





M. Legoyt, in the " Annuaire de I'Economie Politique, et de la 
" Statistique," for 18G0, remarks that the agglomeration of the popu- 
lation has a marked influence on the number of illegitimate unions, 
and consequently upon the births which result from them ; and then 
he gives this analysis for the whole of France in respect of the year 
1857. ^ 
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lUegitimate. 
Births. 


Total Births. 


Ratio of 

Illegitimate to 

100 Births. 


Department of the Seine 


15,013 
29,008 
26,869 


56,131 
241,490 
643,088 


26-75 
12-01 




4-22 






The whole of France 


70,890 


940,707 


7-53 



He observes, that the number of illegitimate children is low in 
the country, but nearly three times greater than in towns. 

In regard to the department of la Seine, which comprises the city 
of Paris, the number of these children is, he states, there altogether 
exceptional. It is by no means clear in what sense he uses this term. 

He continues to remark, that, to explain these differences between 
the towns and the rural parts, a certain number of the iUegitiraate 
births registered in the towns do not belong to the resident popula- 
tion. Many of the countrywomen come into the towns to lie-in 
there, and the places near the towns furnish the hospitals with a 
remarkable number of the foundlings who are yearly received 
therein. 

This is an explanation which is often rendered. It is difficult for 
us in this country, to dispute the fact. So far as the density of the 
population might afford opportunities for concealment it might be 
expected that the result would be the same in England as in the 
towns on the Continent. But it has been shown above to be very 
different. The effect of the foundling hospitals cannot be tested by 
us, inasmuch as none such exist in the large towns in England. 

M. Legoyt then makes this observation : — " The comparison of 
" 1857 with the preceding years shows that the increase in the 
" number of the illegitimate births only occurred in the rural popu- 
" lation, there having been a decrease in the other classes. This 
" may have been an accident ; but if it should be confirmed by the 
" results of the following years it would give rise to very grave 
" reflections. It would become necessary," he says, *' to examine 
" whether this increase did not coincide with the removal of the 
" manufactures from the towns into the country." In the "Annu- 
"aire" for 1861, he observes, that this result is again obtained 
from the returns for 1858. This class of children had scarcely 
increased in the towns, and it had diminished in the department of 
la Seine, but there was an increase in the kingdom generally. 

M. Legoyt points out a distinction which prevails in France 
between illegitimate children, recognised and not recognised. The 
former are expressly acknowledged by one or other of the parents at 
the time of registration, or by some act in their first year. The latter 

T 2 
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are only described as illegitimate by the witness of tLe birtb giving 
the name of the father or mother. He supplies this table of the 
illegitimate children for 1858. 





Kecogniaed. 


Kot 
Kecoguiaecl. 


Percentage 

of 
Hecogiiiaed. 


Department of la Seine 


4,138 

7,347 

12,127 


11,092 
22,599 
17,330 


27"17 


Town population 


24-53 


Rural „ 


4M6 






The whole of France 


23,612 


51,021 


31-63 



This eminent statist continues, in his commentaries on the subject 
in the volumes of the "Annuaire," to associate illegitimacy with 
the density or the agglomeration of the population. 

It cannot be said that the examination of the state of England 
previously made confirms his views as universally true. 

To facilitate the deduction of any inferences which may be drawn 
from the state of the marriages and the density of the population in 
the different countries under this present review, the following table 
is extracted from the Statistical Tables parts iv and v, and from 
some other sources : — ■ 



Country. 


Year. 


Population. 


Density 
of Population. 

Average 

to One Knglish 

Square Mile. 


Number 

of 

Marriages. 


Proportion 

to 
Population.. 


Finland 


1857 
'57 
'55 
'60 
'58 
'58 
'57 
'58 
'58 
'59 


1,693,023 
3,687,033 
1,490,047 
2,605,024 
17,739,913 
1,843,976 
4,615,748 
2,122,148 
1,690,898 
3,494,161 


12 
22 
12 
119 
165 
124 
156 
373 
227 
280 


11,995 
27,253 
12,009 
20,142 
167,387 
14,428 
28,820 
19,752 

27,007 


One in 
141 


Sweden 


135 


Norway 


124 


Denmaric 


19Q 


Prussia 


106 


Hanover 


128 


Bavaria 


160 


Saxony 


107 


Wurtemburg 




Holland 


129 







M. Legoyt, in 


the " Annuaire," supplies this information for — 


Country. 


Year. 


Population. 


Density 
of Population. 

Average 

to One English 

Square Mile. 


Number 
of 

Marriages. 


Proportion 

to 
Population. 




1857 


36,039,364 


256 


295,510 


One in 
122 
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Country. 


Year. 


Population. 


Density 
of Population. 

Average 
to One English 
Square Mile. 


Kumljer 

of 

Marriages. 


Proportion 

to 
Population. 


Spain 


1859 


15,464,340 


78 


112,903 


0:ie in 

137 







The Registrar- General for Scotland gives this information for- 



Country. 


Year. 


Population. 


Density 
of Population. 

Average 

to One English 

Square Mile. 


Kumbcr ; Proportion 

of i to 

Marriages, j Population. 


Scotland 


1856 


2,975,035 


92 


1 One in 
20,740 1 144 







And from the previous part of this paper the same is obtained for — 



Country. 


Year. 


Population, 


Density 
of Population. 

Average 

to One English 

Square Mile. 


Number 

of 

Marriages. 


Proportion 

to 
Population. 




1851 


16,921,888 


332 


146,484 


One in 
114 







Little result can, however, be obtained from these comparisons. 
lu Saxony the population is very dense, the number of marriages is 
considerable, yet the illegitimacy is very great. In Holland the 
illegitimacy is very low ; the population is, however, very dense ; the 
marriage-rate is moderate. In Bavaria the marriage-rate is the 
lowest, the density of the population is moderate, the illegitimacy is, 
however, very high. lu Spain the marriage-rate is low, so also is 
the density, and also the rate of illegitimacy. 

In Scotland the density is very low, the marriage-rate is only not 
BO low as in Bavaria, and the rate of illegitimacy is high. In England 
the density is very great, the m.trriage-rate is high, and the illegiti- 
macy is low. 

Keferring, now, to the returns for the different countries thus 
collected together, it will be seen that the following is the order of 
the several countries, beginning with the smallest in amount of 
illegitimacy : — 



Sardinia. 


Belgium. 


Denmark. 


Holland. 


Sicily. 


Sweden. 


Spain. 


France. 


Hanover. 


Switzerland. 


Prussia. 


Iceland. 


Tuscany. 


Austria. 


Saxony. 


England. 


Norway. 


Wurtemburg 


Finland. 


Scotland, 


Bavaria, 
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Of Sardinia, which is placed first, the account is so remote that 
it is not fairly placed in the list, and probably some of the other 
countries might be differently ranged as regards their immediate 
neighbours if the returns were all taken for the same period ; but 
the general position would remain much the same. 

The gradation is remarkable. It cannot be said that the religion 
which prevails in the respective countries affords any satisfactory 
explanation. The most Catholic country stands high on the list, 
another closes it. Some of the Protestant countries are placed high 
while others are nearly at the bottom. 

In the Prussian returns above referred to this is remarkably 
illustrated. In vol. xxiii, p. 208, there is a table distributing the 
illegitimate births for several years among the religions existing in 
that country, and it is there shown that in 1849 one illegitimate birth 
occurred for the following numbers of legitimate births among: — 



Protestants. 


Catholics. 


Mennonites. 


Jews. 


10-78 


16-35 


67-88 


40-09 



The two latter columns, of course, apply to a very few instances. 

The editor of those returns rejects all inference that the religious 
belief is the real cause of the difference by referring to the high 
rate of illegitimacy in countries and cities principally, if not exclu- 
sively, Catholic. 

But it is to be observed, that in those countries which contain 
populations of different religions the rate of illegitimacy is high, and 
probably some influence must be attributed to the difficulties 
attending marriages between persons of the different religions who 
form attachments, which through those difficulties cannot end in 
marriage but result in illicit unions. 

Again, it is imderstood that in some Continental States marriages 
are either directly or indirectly prohibited until the parties can 
establish, to the satisfaction of a proper functionary, that they have 
obtained for themselves the means of maintaining their offspring. 
This frequently fails, concubinage follows instead of marriage, and 
the offspring is illegitimate. 

"Whether there is any principle of moral sentiment which, 
recognising Morganatic or left-handed marriages among the highest 
ranks tolerates more vulgar unions, though not marriages, in the 
commonalty, is a question which deserves grave consideration. 

The prohibition of divorces in those countries where it exists, 
doubtless, has an influence upon the progress of illegitimacy, as the 
nature of mankind cannot be controlled by the civil laws to such 
entire subjection as to compel the continued intercourse of man and 
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wife, when inveterate discord lias arisen between them. The results 
are necessarily separations in fact, and the formation of other unions, 
from which an illegitimate progeny arises. If legal divorces lead to 
any evil of a different nature it seems difficult to deny that they 
tend to check illegitimacy. 

It lias been seen that in England and Scotland the rate of illegi- 
timacy is raised by the state of the rural population against the 
metropolis and the large towns. But on the Continent the case is 
different. There, for the most part, the general rate is greatly 
affected by the high rate of the capitals and priacipal cities. It will 
be interesting to examine this proposition. 

In a previous page (239) have been shown the numbers of illegi- 
timate births in all the large towns of England and Wales, a few of 
the cases are repeated here ; the account of the other places is taken 
from the Eegistrar-General's "Sixth Annual Eeport," p. 36, and 
some other sources. 



Names of Places. 



London (Metropolis) .... 

Birmingham 

Liverpool 

Manchester 

Leeds 

Genoa 

Berlin 

Frankfort 

St. Petersburg 

Turin 

Stockholm 

Glasgow \ 

Edinburgh* 

Madrid (as given by "1 
Mr. Hendriks, ubi ^ 
supra) J 

Barcelona 

Paris -I 



Date. 



Total Number 

of 

Births. 



845 


65,884 


'45 


5,646 


'45 


10,103 


'45 


7,860 


'45 


6,653 


'38 


33,034 


•40 


29,914 


'42 


3,784 


'28-9 


9,625 


'38 


36,313 


'31-5 


13,291 


'56* 


15,170 


'61t 


16,536 


'56 


5,289 


'59 


10,817 


'59 


6,163 


'42 


40,005 


'57 


56,131 


'58 


57,793 



Illegitimate. 



2,423 

253 

402 

500 

407 

2,665 

4,472 

652 

1,809 

6,867 

5,409 

1,049 

1,435 

403 

2,357 

747 
11,527 
15,013 
15,230 



Percentage 

of Illegitimate to 

Total Births. 



3-7 

4-5 

4- 

6-7 

6-4 

8-0/ 
14-95 
17-23J 
18-80 
18-91 
40-70 

7-0 

8-6 

7-6 

21-8 

12-1 
28-21 
26-75 
26-35 



* From the Registrar-General for Scotland, " Second Report," pp. 17, 
t Dr. Strang's " Statistics of Glasgow for 1861. 
X still-born not included. 



18. 



A decrease is shown in regard to Paris ; whether it is casual or 
regular is a question at present not capable of solution. 

From the Statistical Tables, part v, the following extraordinary 
figures are obtained : — 
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Year. 


Legitimate 
Births. 


Illeptimate 
Births. 


Percentage 

of Illegitimate to 

tlie 

Total Number 

of Births. 


Vienna 


1851 
'61 

1853 
'56 
'66 


10,228 
4,513 
3,629 
3,461 
4,543 
1,300 
2,738 

26,545 
6,580 
3,913 


10,963 
2,328 

648 
3,035 

878 
1,355 

923 
2,364 

785 

539 


51*7 


Milan 


34-0 


Venice 


15'2 




46-7 


Pesth 


16-2 


LemberfiT 


51'0 


Trieste 


25-2 


Florence . . 


8'2 


Palermo* 


10-6 




12- 







* From the Sicilian returns above referred to. 



The state of Vienna is most remarkable. In the Eeport of the 
Kegistrar-General a return was printed for the years 1834-37-39, 
when the total number of births was shown to be 47,191, of illegiti- 
mate 21,763 ; showing a proportion of 46-12 illegitimate to 100 total. 
In twelve years the above return is given for the year 1851, and 
shows a percentage of 51'7 of illegitimate births ; so that more than 
one-half of the children bom in that year at Vienna were illegitimate. 
The state of Lemberg was almost as bad, and Prague was little 
better. Where the state of the population is such, little effect can 
be produced by the operation of moral sentiment. The mothers 
cannot be influenced by shame, and the children cannot be affected 
by any sense of degradation ; but unless there be no distinction in 
the civil rights resulting from illegitimacy there must arise great 
embarrassments, and oftentimes grievous injuries, from so large a 
proportion of basebom children. 

A question naturally arise as to what causes the vast disproportion 
between the metropolis and large towns of England and the principal 
cities of the Continent and the neighbouring kingdom of Scotland ? 

Some writers refer to the existence of the foundling and mater- 
nity hospitals which exist in many of those cities ; but they do not 
exist in all of them, and certainly there is no lack of hospitals and 
workhouses in London where the poor pregnant woman may be 
delivered, while the vast circuit of this metropolis affords the 
amplest opportunities of retirement and concealment. 

In the " Annuaire de I'Economie Politique, et de la Statistique 
" pour 1858," p. 190, a return is given of the number of births in 
Paris during 1856. 

It appears that, in all there were 37,697 births, of these 11,749 
were illegitimate, 5,835 occurred in the hospitals, 5,914 at the homes 
of the mothers. It is shown in p. 240 that during that year 3,943 
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children were admitted into the Foundling Hospital ; 8,042 were 
deposited at the time of birth, 901 were more of advanced age. Of 
these, 196 came from other hospitals, 3,08-4 were born at their 
homes in Paris, and 564 came from without tiie city. 

674 were supposed to be legitimate, 3,269 were presumed to be 
illegitimate. 

It is then stated, that of 3,883 mothers who were known, only- 
SSI, or about one-sixth, were born in the department of la Seine ; of 
of the others,' 2,550 belonged to other departments, and 282 to 
foreign countries. 

There is an ambiguity here as to what is meant by belonging. 
Some mothers may have been born in Paris, others out of it, but may 
have resided there for a long period of time, and in the sense of 
domicile may be said to have belonged to that city. 

But it is to be remarked, that as 5,835 births occurred in the 
hospitals, and about 3,000 were received into the Foundling Hospital, 
no less than 8,835 out of the 11,749 may be considered as being 
fostered by these institutions. 

On referring to the Eegistrar-General's Report for 1856, it will 
be seen that the total number of births for that year in London was 
87,430; of which 3,646 were illegitimate. There were then 46 
workhouses, 13 general hospitals, and 4 lying-in hospitals in the 
metropolis. Some eases of illegitimate births might have occurred 
in the general hospitals, but the lying-in hospitals are provided for 
married women only. 

Is any explanation to be derived from the extent of public 
and private prostitution ? Of course, this social evil may be reason- 
ably expected to stay the progress of population, and consequently 
would have an effect upon the illegitimate as well as the legitimate 
births. But it does not account for the great disproportion which 
exists between the English metropolis and large towns and the 
Continental cities. Dr. Stark, in his report to the Eegistrar-General 
for Scotland (Second Report, p. 14), remarks, " The fact stares us in 
" the face, that in the- Continental towns where illegitimacy attains a 
" dimension which it is to be hoped will never be witnessed in this 
" country, the so-called social evil exists to an extent quite unknown 
" in this country, and instead of tending to lower the proportion of 
" illegitimate births, greatly increases it." He also illustrates his 
remark by an examination of the state of G-lasgow and Edinburgh. 

It will not be denied that there is a large amount of prostitution 
and concubinage in this great metropolis; but great as it ia it 
cannot explain the enormous difference between the rate of illegiti- 
macy therein and that of Vienna, Paris, Stockholm, St. Petersljurg, 
Frankfort, and Madrid. 

No answer can be given at present to the inquiry. 
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It; is necessary, indeed, that great care should be used in forming 
any conclusions upon the subject. Long and minute investigations 
will be required by the philosophical statist who undertakes the task 
of solvuig the problem which is raised by the cursory examination of 
the tables produced annually or periodically by all civiUzed nations. 
Political, moral, religious, social, legal, and natural conditions bear 
upon the question, while accidental circumstances, and the variations 
in the modes of obtaining and recording the facts must not be 
overlooked in the comparison requisite for correct and sound 
deductions. 

It is, however, most satisfactory to perceive, that though in 
almost all other countries where an opportunity is given of tracing 
the rate for successive years there appears to be a gradual increase 
in the rate of illegitimacy tliat rate has remained stationary, or rather 
with a slight decline, in England for the last twenty years, while the 
marriage-rate, on the contrary, has there very sensibly risen. 

Much of this improvement may be due to the judicious legislation 
of the last thirty years, which has rendered the celebration of 
marriage more simple in point of legal form, — has removed what, to 
some persons, created violations of conscience in the performance of 
the ceremony, — and has dealt in a more salutary and effectual manner 
with the serious grievance of pauper bastardy. 

But it is reasonable to assume that the great improvement ia the 
material condition of all classes of society for many years, the peace 
and calm which has existed in this country for nearly half a century, 
— and tlie bright examples of our queen and her consort, now so 
deeply deplored, distinguished by their domestic virtues and the 
pm-ity and decorum of their lives, — have tended to preserve England 
from following the downward course which so many countries of 
Europe appear to be pursuing. 

Let us hope that the attention which has been paid to the educa- 
tion of children now growing up to manhood and womanhood, — the 
extension of religious instruction among the lowest classes by the 
missionary efforts of so many pious persons of both sexes, — and the 
spread of those sanitary improvements in our great towns and 
country villages, whereby the indiscriminate herding together of the 
sexes in their narrow dwellings may be prevented, — ^will not merely 
retain for England the position she has now obtained in the scale of 
morality, but yearly advance her until she has reached the highest 
place. 



